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Vaca Valley 

By Richard Rico/Editor & Publisher 

H istory would remember it as 
“the golden age." 

But in pre-1900 California, 
gold was in the eye of the beholder. 

Some of the pioneers in this new 
land were lured by the dream of El 
Dorado in 1849. When their gold pans 
came up empty, they traded them foi 

plows and mined 
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the rich soil 
instead. Others 
made the ardu¬ 
ous east-west trip 
by wagon train 
solely because of 
the gold they 
envisioned on the 
fruit trees in the 
Reporter die P ho,o Vaca and Pleas- 

The Vacaville High ants valleys. But 
School football team none who stood 
shown in 1901. at the threshold of 

(he 20th century could have possibly 
imagined where fate and true grit 
would lead them, their descendants 
and their new town in the decades to 
come. 

Vacaville arrived at 1900 with 50 
years under its belt, the last eight as 
m incorporated city. Vast Mexican 
land grants had long since been 
•urved up or sold off. The land 
where grizzlies roamed and elk 
grazed had already passed 
through the hands of the 
Southern Patwin Indians, some 
Spanish expedition homestead¬ 
ers and Mexican settlers. Since 
1850, when Manuel Vaca deeded 
nine square miles of his Los Putos 
grant to William McDaniel for 
$3,000, and a promise of 1,055 lots 
in a new town to be called Vaca 
ville, progress had been plod 
ding, but steady. 

From a distance, Vacaville 
(See Change. Page til 


Precise packing (above) and the colorful labels of area 
companies (right) were signs of a thriving fruit industry. 
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Downtown Vacaville (above) as seen from what 
is now Andrews Park. Immigrants, like these 
Chinese household servants ot the l.W. Buck 
home, were a vital part ot Vacaville s history. 









TheJourney Begins... 


W idcome (0 the past 100 

years. This is the first 
installment in our 10 
part series revisiting the past cen¬ 
tury in Vacaville’s history. On the 
• w 

last Sunday of each month 
between now and the end of 1999. 
we will present a special section 
highlighting a specific decade. We 


begin today with 1900 to 1909 and 
complete tin* project in Decern 
her with 1990 to 2000 Headers are 
encouraged to collect all 10 spe 
cial sections for a complete Ins 
torical edition. At the end of the 
year, a special collector’s edition, 
bound in a Leatherette cover, will 
be available for purchase. 


Optimism greets century 

Vacaville, with big dreams tor a small 
city, mows forward and $ow$. / Page 3 

Trends of the times 

Women were influential at the 
turn of the century. / Page 3 

Fruit was king 

The quality and quantity of fruit from - • 
area was widely Ki>own, / P*# 4 
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Locals play relief role 
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Vacaville's tum-of*the*century Main Street was a muddy mess in winter and dusty misery In summer. Macadam — a gravel mix — was used before Main Street was paved In 1914. 



City residents greet 
cenmry with optimism 

stan Nearly all were built in 



Main Street Vacaville looks considerably different today than it d d at about 1900 (above). 

cessors of Pacific Mas & Elec- 


By Cynthia Roberts 

Special to The Reporter 

acaville was a little 
town with big dreams 
when a new century 
dawned in 1901. 

Just a few years before, 
Vacaville had struggled with 
disaster. Fire had razed the 
wooden buildings on Main 
Street in 1888 and an earth¬ 
quake shook building facades 
and tumbled chimneys in 1892 
At the turn of the century, 
however, owners’ reconstruction 
ei forts were buoyed by opti¬ 
mism in Vacaville’s thriving 
orchards, The bounty of the 
town's fruit orchards connected 
Vacaville to the nation. An 
annual harvest of more Ilian 10 
Million Ions of fresh cherries, 
plums and apricots routinely 
was shipped East 

Main Street was the heart of 
the town. 1 he network of streets 

— Davis, Bernard, Elizabeth. 
Merchant. Dobbins and Parker 

- structured the city's basic 
blueprint for more than 100 
vears 

mi 

J ust stand on the corner of 
Main and Dobbins streets and 
look east, past the Triangle 
Building to the 500 block. The 
buildings you see on the south 
side have been there from the 


1888 after the big fire that wiped 
out that side of the street. When 
they rebuilt, merchants chose 
brick and mortar instead of 
wood as the best defense against 
fire. 

Their walls and some of their 
facades have not changed, 
despite the passage of more 
than a century. 

While on the southwest cor¬ 
ner of Main and Dobbins, take a 
look behind at the city’s oldest 
brick structure, the Crystal 
Building, finished in 1883. 
Amphlett's Interiors occupies 
ihe corner section or the build¬ 
ing. The remodeled exterior, 
carried out in 1902, still graces 
the part of the building now 
occupied by Main Street Salon 
and fux 'n’ Tailor forma! wear. 

Tile town trustees in 1901 
were assessing how to convince 
the electorate to pay for a com¬ 
plete sewer system. 

Imagine an election for a 
sewer bond measure in which 
190 votes were cast, but three- 
fourths fai led to support it. 

After the defeat, The 
Reporter encouraged support¬ 
ers not to be discouraged, noting 
that it took two elections in 1884 
to win approval for a badly 
needed grammar school and 


three elections between 1889 
and 1892 for incorporation of the 
township of Vacaville. 

Damage caused by the 1892 
earthquake to the city’s year-old 
water system was a prime moti¬ 
vator for incorporation, which 
had been blocked by the town’s 
leading landowners, including 
W J. Dobbins, Senator Parker 
and William Hill 

A completely connected, 
underground sewer system was 
still five years away from public 
approval. Until then, Ulatis 
Creek would continue to period¬ 


ically reek as it collected the 
city’s sewage. 

The Iwo necessities, water 
and electricity, were initially 
managed in the 1890s by ihe 
Vacaville Water and Light Co. 
But by 1900, demand was high, 
as was the cost of service. Cre¬ 
ation of an electrical network 
came in 1901, stringing together 
Yuba, Sutter, Yolo. Solano, Con¬ 
tra Costa, Napa and Alameda 
counties with power from Yuba 
River turbines. 

Bay Counties Power Co. and 
Yuba Electric Power Co., prcde- 


tric. brought Vacaville much 
improved service and an 
overnight drop in rales. 

The city’s small reservoir and 
main water line would feel the 
strain of growth in 1903. r l he 
town suffered until I’G&E 
bought out the water company 
and drilled new wells, some of 
which are still a source of water 
for today's residents. 

Tum-of-the century Main 
Street was also a muddy mess in 
winter and dusty misery in the 
(See Optimism. Pago 12) 


Con vmu 1 lity 
rooted in 
ranch land 

By Cynthia Roberts 
Special to The Re porter 

B y the start of the new 

century, prosperity had 
pushed clapboard hous¬ 
es off Main Street and 
new homes were built for both 
working people and the wealthy 
in Vacaville's first neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Many of those new homes, 
from cottages to grand Queen 
Anne Victorians, still stand 
today on streets named for the 
people who owned the nearby 
ranches and developed the lots. 

Vacaville's most fashionable 
turn of the century neighbor¬ 
hood blossomed out oft he for¬ 
mer ranch belonging to Mason 
and Luzena Wilson.The area, 
located west of Parker Street, 
was developed by successful 
fruit grower Frank H. Buck and 
his father, Leonard, who bought 
the property' in 1887 
In 1883, IVuit rancher 
Meridelh Rains Miller decided 
to retire in town. He purchased 
a block of newly formed lots in 
the northern section of the 
William Boyd Parker ranch. 
Miller built several houses on 
(Sec Ranch land, Page 12) 




Women at center of movement 


Bv Julie Davidow 

Staff Writer 


acavilie's small-town atmosphere flour¬ 
ished amid the prosperity of fruit’s 
"golden age." 

From 1900 to 1909, leaders of the 
prosperous community turned their attention to 
curbing alcohol consumption, and cultivating citi¬ 
zens’ cultural literacy with book 
dubs and musical programs and 
i H(j>roving education, 

* ** • * • 

After nearly four decades of 
Tangling over the evils ol drink¬ 
ing, VacavUIa's town council passed an ordinance 
in 1909 closing the town’s saloons and prohibiting 
alcohol consumption and sales, 

• prohibition's momentum was slowed through¬ 
out the era by businessmen concerned that a 
dry" town would parch their profits. 

)n 1905, a letter to the Reporter's editor sug- 
.q sted that business license lees would be raised 


Trends 

(• f J / ttltiV 

limes 


to compensate for shortfalls in the city's coffers if 
alcohol sales were outlawed, 

“Where will the deficiency come from?" 
quer ied a Reporter subscriber. 

“II must come from some source or else the 
town would be bankrupt ” 

Raising the specter of liquor’s corrupting influ 
ence, another reader responded, "We will spend 
iiur money some other way, oilier kinds of busi¬ 
ness will boom and the merchants. But our fami¬ 
lies will be the chief gainers. As it is now we have 
to spend a lot of money in the saloons," 

In March 1909. three months after prohibition 
went into eiTect, a petition was circulated through 

town to restore liquor sales. 

Petitioners claimed business was being driven 
away by the lack of drinking holes and advocated 
establishing two new saloons, 

“We would suggest that Die saloons be 
required to pay a license of not less than $100 a 
month. It’s better to have two saloons paying $200 
a month into the town treasury and run under 
(See Social change, Page 81 
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1900 


1901 


GI an ce 


■ Firo alarm system installed in 
Vacaville. 



■ Fire in Vacaville's Chinatown. 

■ Jell Dobbins, son of prominent 
Vacaville citizen Dr. W.J. Dobbins, 
shoots and kills Eldrfdge Boyd Ball 
during drunken card game. The event 
fuels anti-gambling and temperance 
movements. 


■ Bank of 
Vacaville has 
"banner year'' 
with deposits 
of $125,000. 

■ First sewer 
bond measure 


■ Vacaville Oil Company is orga¬ 
nized. 


■ Ulatis Book Club, the precursor to 
the public library, is founded. 


falls 
to pass. 

■ California 
Fruit Ex¬ 
change is 
organized. 



1902 

■ Feeder line for eleC J[' C ' t ^^e^ C 
Vacaville to Bay Coon e , 

Company at Omjr* ™^ famal i Ca ily, 
Improves and rates oroo 


■ wiill am Boyd Porker, a profrHn«. rp1 

orchordlat, buslne»»men and Mate 
senator, dies 


1903 


_ Vacaville fruit shipped to London 
markets for the first time. 


1904 


■ Sewer bond measure fails ag* m 
Vacaville Reporter frequently caiinf^ 

the need for sewers to reduce Inct^ 
dence of diseases such as typhoid 

■ National Guard unit establishes 

■ Col. J.W. HarUell awarded local 
Electric rail franchise. Actual ser^ 
under another franchise, delayed 
until 1913- 


— First of anti-gambling ordinances 
passed, banning nickel slots. 


Locals claim victory 
vs. Sacramento rivals 


Hurrah for Vacaville.' 

Eight hundred lusty lungs at Baseball Park last 
Sunday made the welkin ring with the acclaim. 
The echo still lingers with us. The initial game of 
the Central California Baseball League has been 
played and Vacaville, loveliest village of the 
Sacramento plain, proud and haughty in its posses 
sion of international fame, has achieved added 

glory-. 



The Vacaville High School 
baseball team pose In 1907. 


The base¬ 
ball stars of 
the Capital 
City Wheelmen 
of Sacramento, 
one of the 
strongest 
social organi¬ 
zations in 
Northern Cali 
fomia. accom¬ 
panied by a 

retinue of bandsmen, bicyclists, bonnte maids and 
stately matrons, arrived in this city at 930 a.m. on a 
special train and 250 strong cheerily waved defi¬ 
ance to the baseball defenders on the banks of the 
Ulatis. But the national gamesters of the fruit belt 
met them in the arena w ith the Big Mitt" and the 
“walloping willow .” and when the sun was bidding 
adieu to that lovely spring day the laurel was 
affixed on the brow of the home guard It w as a 
grand contest and the visiting throng were amply 
repaid for the distance they journeyed to see it 
The opening of the Central California Baseball 
season in this city was a success and the large gath¬ 
ering present was a credit to Vacaville and its citi¬ 
zens and businessmen who have aided materially 
the cause of good honest sport Manager Bennett 
has performed his task faithfully and w ith ability 
in the organization of a team of which the city has 
reason to be proud. 

Taking into consideration the eharacler of the 
weather during the past month, which has preclud¬ 
ed the possibility of practice, the play of the locals 
w-as good and fast. Captain McGuire s work at first 
base and at the bat was highly satisfactory. The 
battery work of Ward and Leiva was superb. They 
can be relied on to achieve future glory Reeder’s 
play stamps him as a kingpin of second basemen. 
Watts, the pet of the fans, played third The four 
errors scored against him were on very difficult 
chances. “Eddie" finds consolation in the fact that 
on the same day at the same station prominent lea¬ 
guers made two and three errors. His batting and 
base running was of a high order. 

Vacaville Reporter 
April 16,1904 


Petty 1hieves abuse 


farmers’ good will 


There is a complaint on the part of orchardists 
that fruit orchards, particularly orange orchards, 
are being overrun by boys who not only take all of 
the fruit but injure the trees 

Vacaville people have been very liberal in Die 
past in reference to growing fruit and everyone 
has practically been at liberty to help himself. 

Good nature is being abused and w hen men are 
not permitted to gather one of their growing 
oranges, because of the depredations of the small 
boy, some of the neighboring fruit growers think it 
is time to call a halt and hale the boys w ho disre 
gard the rights of the owners of trees before the 
jusi ice s court on a charge of petty larceny 
Of course everyone knows that lo take fruit 
from an orchard w ithout permission is a violation 
of statute There has never been a prosecution in 
this section on that ground and we hope there will 
never lie, but the boys will have lo be made to 
respect fruit growing on trees, particularly the 
oranges, which seems to be coveted in particular 
by the youngsters 

Vacaville Reporter 
Nov. 9.1901 
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"Any man of intelligence knows that fruit growing, year in and year ou ^ s „ 

under more favorable conditions in Vacaville than anywhere else in a ijor 


Excerpt from a 1902 Reporter article 
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Reporter fie £ifiG T o 


Cordelia Adams (above) packs area-grown cherries for the Earl Fruit Company. Prosperity came with a healthy fruit Industry. 


When fruit was king 


Vacav 1 1 le gains 


bragging rights 


with each I larvest 


By Julie Davidow 
Staff Writer 


V acaville residents mea 
sured their lives in car 
loads of cherries and 
boxes of peaches during 
the first decade of the century. 
Fruit defined the rhythms of 
life and contours of society, 
including which citizens domi¬ 
nated the tow n council and the 
autumn day when children could 
return to school from the fields. 

News of the fruit industry’s 
progress always made The 
Reporter's front page 

From the season’s first car¬ 
load of cherries shipped back 
East to periodic updates on crop 
volume and sale prices, The 
Reporter documented every twist 
and turn of the v alley’s harvest of 
peaches, pears, grapes, plums 
and cherries. 

In September 1908. the head 
line “Cau l Touch Us” boasted 
the season's impressive cherry 
profits of more than $500 per 
acre. 



Reports f '« photo 

Two fanners are shown In an area orchard ready for harvest. 




Last week The Reporter 
printed an item saving that Fred 
A. Chadboume, who owns a ranch 
in the Suisun Valley, had cleared 
$6,301 * this year from 20 acres of 
cherries, being a profit of$315 
per acre This is a good showing, 
but Vacaville can beat the show 
ing by $260 per acre 

A regular feature in the paper 
called "Practical Hints to 
Orchardists” dispensed advice on 
fruit production, including the 
optimum time oi year io prune 
fruit trees and tips on controlling 
pear bl ight 

While enjoy ing the height of 
fruit's "golden age” in the Vaca 
Valley, ranchers vigilantly guard- 



Elaborate fruit company labels 
were common into the 1900s. 


ed the boundaries of t heir profit 
margins by addressing every pos¬ 
sible threat lo continued prosper¬ 
ity. 

* 

Gopher scalps, for example, 
were worth 10 cents a head to 


fruit growers eager to protect 
their valuable crops. 

“A gopher w 11 destroy a fruit 
tree that is almost priceless," 
explained The Reporter in 1905 
"Since the repeal of the county 
bounty, some orchardists have 
followed the practice. This has 
been done on the Alamo Ranch 
by W.S. Killingsworth and is 
found to be profitable,” 

In 1902, The Reporter identi 
fied an above-ground menace to 
the fruit economy w hom they 
labeled the town knocker for 
his propensity to publicly dispar¬ 
age the industry 

The knocker was observed at a 
downtown business, according to 
a front-page item in The 
Reporter, warning a prospective 
land buyer that the fruit industry 
in Vacaville was on its last legs 
“ Any man of intelligence 
knows that fruit growing, year in 
and year out, is carried out undei 
more favorable conditions in 
Vacaville than anyw here else in 
California." countered a 
Reporter article “Why depreci¬ 
ate that in which we all have a 
common interest ‘ Why run dowt 
your own property interest?" 

No issue, however, plagued 
grow ers more than the railroads 
— the link that propelled Vaca- 
ISee Fruit. Page 5) 


Find All Your Flower 
Needs At 


Family owned 


sincr 1955 



Tk& Beauty Pay lor 


1900 
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Curly hair is in, so don't get a permanent. 

The monsterous permanent wave machine 
dangling from the ceiling emits the strong 
smell that hits you when you enter the beau¬ 
ty parlor. The beaut/ parlor operator rolls 
sections ol hair onto rollers using a stinky 
curling solution She then attaches one ot 
the tubes to each roller. Steam shoots down 
the tubes when the electricity is turned on 
The smell is terrible, and the steam often 
bums your scalp 1 


G. Norman Hair 


| wy m 11 « 

449-3637 



Help Dorothy 
find her way to tf i 
Emerald Cityl 



Colorful ft.mru. 
w.Hvi i rah items 
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Sunday. Wafers 28, IV’-' > • 1900* — 5 


1905 

Mos# ,hei ' 

Tg'o 6 ° Sed UM ' 

~kt.sk-* 

Passage of the sewer bonds. 
■Earthquake that devastates San 

money is raised for relief nd | 


1907 


■ State alien land km 
passed, reflecting the 
sentiment many 
white settles had for 
more recent immh 





v 


1908 

■ Raleigh Barcor. 
second owner of 
The Reporter and 
owner of ihe Hotel 
Raleigh, dies, 

■ Sidney Clay 
Walker, builder and 
owner of Walker 
Opera House 

and one of the 
organizers of the 
Vacaville Water 
& Light Company, 
dies. 



1909 


■ Vacaville goos dry with anti liquor law 

■ Saturday Club, first women's club 
in Solano County, is organized. 

■ Vacaville Fruit Growers 
Association is organized, 

■ Raleigh Hotel bums, leaving Vacaville 
without a hotel for several years, 

■ New grammar school* Ulatis School, 
is completed, 

■ Willis Jepson's book 'The Trees 
of California - is published, 

■ W,S. Godfrey opens The Grand, 
Vacaville's first real movie theater. 


apanese influence 

Immigrants leave mark on Vacaville business and community 


By Julie Davidow 
Staff Write r 

W hite ranchers, businessmen and 

town leaders greeted Vacaville's 
prosperous Japanese immigrant 
community with suspicion and 
contempt during the fruit industry’s booming 
first decade of the 20th century. 

In 1900. the Asian residents of Vacaville 
township numbered 1.500 out of a total popu- 
lation of 4.160. 

The federal Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 
dramatically reduced the area's Chinese pop 
illation, making the Japanese the dominant 
immigrant group in both sue and influence. 

Japanese farmers owned nearly 1150 acres 
in Vaca Valley and leased another 6.300 
acres, a third of the total orchard land in the 
valley in 1902. On top of supplying the majori¬ 
ty of orchard labor by 1905, Japanese busi¬ 
nesses thrived in downtown Vacaville 
On a November evening m 1909, leading 
fruit growers from Solano and Yolo counties 
gathered in Vacaville to discuss the dangers 
of allowing Japanese immigrants to continue 
leasing and independent i> fanning Vaca Val¬ 
ley's fruit orchards. 

F.B. Me Kevin, co-founder and area manag¬ 
er of the Pinkham and McKevitt Fruit Co, of 
Vacaville, called for more aggressive 
attempts to recruit white labor, thereby 
reducing the need to rent land to ambitious 
Japanese immigrants. 

"The Japanese is of an enterprising nature 
and wants to better his condition." said 
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An ad for a Japanese grocery and jobs 
agency appeared in The Reporter In 1909. 

evitt ‘He is the Yankee 01 the Orient As labor 
becomes scarcer, he will lease an increasing 
number of ranches.” 

Vacaville's growers claimed Japanese 
lessees carelessly under-pruned fruit trees, 
compromising future harvests. 

But underlying the statements of all 
opposed to Japanese labor was a pronounced 
aversion to "aliens" competing for the riches 
of the region’s celebrated fruit crops. 

"The Japanese in America do not become 
citizens of the United States," editorialized a 
writer for The Reporter in 1909 ' They come 
here to earn money and having earned it. they 
send it back to Japan for investment there " 

While Vacaville residents' anxiety over the 
Japanese presence had been mounting since 
1888, when the first Japanese immigrants 
arrived in town. 

Six stores located iu the two-block Japan¬ 
ese business district along Kendal and Dob¬ 


bins streets controlled more than half the 
town's general trade and 90 percent of the 
farm supply business, according to a 1906 
report issued by the California B ireau of 
Labor Statistics. 

When the Fresno Tribune labeled Vacav¬ 
ille a "suburb ol'Tokio," in 1907. The 
Reporter denied this characterization and 
reprinted portions of the article "as an exam¬ 
ple of supreme mendacity ." 

Protests aside, members of the white com¬ 
munity feared the encroachment on their 
pocketbooks of successful Japanese mer¬ 
chants, 

"We have a nice little town here which 
could not be excelled by any in the state if it 
was supported entirely by Christianized 
labor, " suggested the author of a 1905 letter to 
The Reporter. As it is. the bulk of die money 
is paid out to an unchristianized class of peo¬ 
ple; they are building up a business here 
which promises to outstrip our own mer¬ 
chants." 

Although an agreement between the ll .S. 
and Japanese governments in 1907 curtailed 
the growth of Vacaville's Japanese popula- 
I ion. the continued threat of economic compe¬ 
tition spurred calls to halt immigration from 
Japan altogether, 

"Immigration from Asiatic countries 
should be prohibited." urged The Reporter in 
October 1908. “The class of people we get 
from most of the European countries will in a 
generation or two become American in 
longue and sentiment, keep their money here 
and aid in the development of the country." 



(Continued from Page 4) 
ville’s fruit to national attention 
and secured an eastern market 
for each year's harvest 

The cautiously optimistic tone 
of a Reporter editorial in 1901 
suggested that the consolidation 
of the Southern Pacific and 
Union Pacific railroads “magni¬ 
fies the influence of (he railroad 
already strong enough Yet it 
must be admitted that it carries a 
power for good, equally with a 
power for evil'’ 

Optimism, however, frequent 
!y gave way to derision as fruit 
ranchers decried shipping rate 
increases and car shortages. 

Growers from throughout the 
state assembled mi Vacaville in 
1909 to protest an "arbitral 
increase m freight rales by the 
Trans Continental Freight 
Bureau 

"7 he mass meeting held in 
Vacaville on rate day brought out 
a large attendance and tin Ulatis 
Club rooms were filled. 1 ' report 
ed a news article 

Attendees .idopled a I esolu 

Hull claiming lh< railroad 
"announced an increase in rates 
without givilii' adequate hear mg 
or consideration to the prudne 
ers. merchants, shippers and con¬ 
sumers ofCalitomia. ‘ 

In July 1909. a rail car short 
L ige left fruit stranded at depots 



Before fruit companies built loading docks, farmers drove wagons to railcars along Dapot Street. 

hi X'ju'flvlilt wdilinii lor 1 1 .111 spint 
in th© East 

“The orchiinlisUi haw Iuhmi 
keeping their fruit on the trees os 
IOllift as possible, hilt till the! 
delay is impossible anti if eut s 
a 1 e out furthcoming mam pent h 


es u ill \\A\* Io hr ill led and dis 
posed ol 01 Im al mm kets pro 
claimed a Reporter article *TTiil 
is all Ihe more aprr tvallin: when 
there is a ’ iron : eosfeni market 
and K M "d pi Uv |'levad 

With the if pm 1111 o of the last 


ealload ot'tYuil tm Nm 10, the 
mMson tame to a close and dire 
predictions wore not borne out 
111 lad, (he total number of 
tMi loads slopped reached l,0t| 
i r;ui e e\i oeded onl\ mice m 
Yacttv tile s histoiy m HAKi 


Number of phones 
shows city’s vitality 

The growing importance of Vacaville is testified 
by die number of telephones used in town It beats 
any of the towns of Solano County m the use of the 
telephone. 

Vallejo has 8,000 population, but the number of 
telephones does not compare with Vacaville 

On the new card schedule issued by the Sunset 
Telephone Company the space devoted to Vaco 
ville occupies ten inches, while Vallejo's h<t of 
names only occupies five inches, and the next 
biggest town, Benicia, lists its telephone users in 
six inches of space. The number of telephones in 
Vacaville is 110 and this list is being increased 
from time to time. 

The amount of the receipts at the Vacaville 
office has always exceeded those of any other sta¬ 
tion in Solano County. 

The system here is an all night service and the 
ready call bell will put one in communication w Rh 
the town, or any portion of the township, from 
Lagoon Valley following the main tines of travel 
up Put ah Creek 

Tins is an advantage appreciated by every resi¬ 
dent of the county, who far from being isolated 
from his residence can communicate with his 
neighbors, any business place in town, call a physi 
cian or say good night to a friend in Seattle or San 
Diego 

Vacaville Reporter 
March 9.1901 

All-night service 
gives city charge 

The Vacaville Water 
and Light Company will 
begin an all night ser¬ 
vice in a day or two. 

ll was expected to 
give the service begin¬ 
ning Thursday night, but 
it was thought adv isable 
to wait a few days until a 
larger oil supply might 
be secured 

The matter of ship¬ 
ping oil is not as accu¬ 
rate as it might be. and 
since there might be 
delay, the all-night sec 
vice will be postponed a 
day or tvv o, until a gener¬ 
ous supply is on hand. 

ll will probably be inaugurated Saturday night, 
or Sunday at the latest It is a progvvssn e move 
and vv ill be appreciated by tile people of \ aea 
ville 

Vacaville Reporter 
June 81, IMS 

Dixon pastor gives 
‘Ben-Hur’ lecture 

0« next Tuesthu evening Ilex « raiieis \\o\h of 
Wwon \v til give liis popular Uvlmv and impeoom 
hi 1 all on of the scenes and dura* ters of "Hon 
Uur,‘ in Odd Follows Hall Vacaville 

More iluu one hundred magnificent colored 
\ tews ol this celebrated pirn to* it uas reveulb 
given in New York ami San Fr.mei.no. will bo 
show n, and Mi Hope will l a e p aphic desv ■ ip 
(ions ol those scenes and impersonation* of tin* 
characters of (ho story 

11 1 1L eertainlv be a Hv.il to those who woie 

unable to witness tlie pla> in the iit\ I t^l lull, (0 
see and heal tins lecture it was well reocoed at 
other places m this part of the slate and undoubt 
edl> w ill be here Ulmissien imU twclUv live 
coals 

Vac an He Reporter 
iprii u. 
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Change only constant 
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iC ohimiimn! from C*av*r) 

4 I 1 1n■ (1 <u' 1 < Morin Ihe Civil War, lh<* town 
n ,i 1 1 *s■ lh an VuimIm oh -iM n In 11 Pm m h lit I mh "In 
W8I MHvmalt if \l though frw lu» als ft*It the North 

s, ( ytlith\ 1 1 mu »ih up cln-** and |nT*onal a* Mi 1 * Mh!i\S 

tlmwiaic Nnntl} I lit« In'twc^n ih* I inuit and ihoCyn 
| rL |, i ,|i y t v ,dJr\ ]anrI still tn-mhleil with the lemhloni of 
uiiri'vt When it was uvit (I <;win|(ofi6fdl and planli 
ng oftTMt hi Vac* Valley aymboli/t d ih« ho.ilnu: ih;it 
Iwyan In the rt*M of the nation 

Vacaville was on its way to becoming the 
1 rant producin rilen apot ofAmerlML In 
I88S it produced over 25 percent of the fresh 
deciduous fruit marketed in the state With 
more than 15,000 acres planted to orchartU 
prior to 1800, an average of BOO ra ti carloadi 
nf fruH were shipped from the region each 
season Thai would peak to more titan 1,300 
10 years later 

By 1900 the population in the town of 
Vacaville was 1,220, an increase of485 in the 
past 10 years In the broader Vac av die 
Township, the tirade mint was 4 \m t orn 
pared to 2,712 in 1800 With an average 
increase oi 50 new residents per year, 

Vacaville was on the move. 

Then as now, growth didn't come easily. 

Then* wen* social prnhli-fns, labor issues 
and age old racial antagonisms. During the 
peak of the fruit harvests, migrant workers 
v. ,,ultJ double the local population The lai< ethnic 
groups were Chinese first, then Japanese By It**) their 
numbers were estimated at 1,500. They built a business 
district alo/i several blocks of Kendal and Dobbins 
streets. The Chinese district was eventually absorbed by 
the Japanese and came to be known as Japantown Its 
culture was centered by an ornate Buddhist Temple, 
and simpler Joss House. As the fruit industry later 
waned, so did the Asian families, and their cultures 
In the first decade of the century, industrial revolu 
lion and technology seemed to arrive hand in hand, and 
Vacaville was hungry for it all The Vaca Valley and 
Clear Lake Railroad already linked Vacaville in the 
mai n Southern Pacific line and connected to the little 
towns to the north. Vacaville ranchers relied upon rail 
to deliver their produce to eastern markets, although 
they were never satisfied with S P.’s “monopoly” rales. 

In the late 1000s. the freight rate from Vacaville to 

Chicago was $800 for one railcar. 

In May 1900, electric power was first considered for 
Vacavi lle. A Vacaville Reporter editorial of the day 
said, “No town has a brighter future than Vacaville and 
we feel assured that the (Bay Counties Power! company 
will build its power lines to accommodate the local 
demand ” The Reporter of the 1900s constantly 
implored local governments to improve dirt streets and 
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In the first decade 
of the century , 
industrial 
revolution and 
technology seemed 
to arrive bund 
in hand , and 
Vacaville was 
bimpy for it all. 


rnmlr. In hi.i> ubillil/llig their surface* I llBH WM 

imirh Q|>|><> -ilioii pr imilnIy dm i<mm i liol.il . > a ■* «oi 
i ■ pans* and grief to rancher*, who would ilu-o have to 
shoe their horse* more often. 

In 1901. Vnciivillo boasted a total oi 110 talopbonoa, 
and special note was made of live fact the town s prints* 

1 1 nngs were 10 Inches in length, compared to Vallejo s, 
winch was only five Intercity < oinpelihon thrived al an 

early age. 

Alter President William McKinley's assassination in 
ItiOl. Theodore Roosevelt won by 04 voles In 
Vacaville in the election of 1004 The 
Republican landslide that swept William 
Howard Taft into office in 1908 did not rep 
resent Vacaville. The mostly democraiii 
town pave Tail and William Jennings Bryan 

238 voles apiece. . 

Vacaville's earth trembled, hut escaped 
the devastation that virtually leveled San 
Francisco in 1900. Chimneys toppled here 
and walls caved in, but locals still senl "ill 
the word that they would lake S.F. refugees 
into thc-ir homes. Cherry fllen Rancher 
Bassford donated a box of cherries to be 
auctioned olTin the Fast Tor the earthquake 
relief fund. The box raised $2,452. 

Vacaville’s commercial core grew w ilh 
stores, schools and churches. By the late 
1000s, rural residents started leaving their 
ranches for homes in town. At first alarmed 
by the rural exodus, Reporter editors later called for 
subdivisions to supply the growing need for homes. 
“There is money to be made in the erection ol collage > 
to be rented, they wrote “IT local capitalists do not 
lake advantage of the opportunity, outsiders w ill 

People came, and demands for public lacildn grew 
In 1900, at a staggering cost of $5,000. Vacaville dedicul 
cd its new town hall and jail, still standing on Fast Main 
Street It was built out of necessity: The old town jail on 
College Street, next to IJIatis Creek, was either blown 
into the creek by a high east wind, or pushed over by 
parties whose names are not known to the authorities " 
There is no record that they ever found out 

Grow th already started to push public safety services 
to their limits. The raging fire that leveled Hotel 
Raleigh and burned the -.jure of the Presbyterian 
Church on Mam Si reel in BMW could have done mon- 
damage were it not for volunteer firefighters who 
worked valiantly on their single hand cart. The need for 
modernization was at hand. But it wouldn't come until 
the next decade In 1916 the citizens of Vacaville bought 
the town's first self-propelled fire truck. 

It was one of many challenges the emerging city 
would face in the coming decades, and especially 
between 1910 and 1919 But no one expected that one ol 
them would be a world war. 
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Some of the most respected names in Vacaville 


Social change 
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The inability to mark n ballot dldb l 
prevr-ul the women of Vacaville from 
influencing town policy and develop 

i ii (*r 11 

prominent women's organ izatlons 
worked on a variety «f projects to 
improve Un-ir community, including 
bringing a public library In Vacaville 
Hoping to build on the success of the 
11 Intis Book Flub, established m 19*10, 
the Women's improvement Club sought 

i .. |<ii' I it.i\ I "lUidalinn luiutin. 

in i!gi:> for the erection of a permanent 

free public library. 

In 1909, the Vacaville Library Associ¬ 
ation was funned under the direction of 
Miss Muaselto R. Morris. The associa¬ 
tion borrowed books from the state 
library and lent them out from the 
grammar school. 

The first batch of 50 books arrived on 
Nov. 19. 

- The I raveling library has been very 
popular and all of ten of the books are 
in circulation," said a December news 
article in the Reporter “The most 
popular work seems to be Roosevelt’s 
"Rough Riders." 

Organized in 1909 "to encourage and 
promote the study of nurn al art ’ Uie 
Saturday Club ol Vacaville wel- 


Thc Reporter > lo < ly Ii .u ked * h>*,\ 
liU 1 m<‘ keeping re.idol inl*,t rued of 
their cluldreri M |ir<<gre m the ie /; 
century 

A new wen cla Aro«irt» 10 arfim-it 
st-hfMil wai. inaucutah <1 ■ iih 'he llr ' 
day ol classes in ItSri 

The grammar school* opened I hat 
year on Aug 31 with Iff? students 
enrolled a drop from lie pf viou 
year's enrollment of ilk) 

I he Reporter cautioned against con 
c< rn over the decrease reminding 
reader , that "The billing oil can be 
accounted for because many of the chii 
dren are working in t)i<’ Innt and will 
come in later,” 

I education may havt; la-<n a priority, 
but llie imperatives ol the fruit econoin 
continued to regulate chool cheduh 


The old 
Vacaville 
Grammar School 
stood in what is 
now Andrews 
Park from 1909 
to 1954. 


Va&a/ui* M jv- jm 




THE LIFE AND TIMES OF JIM SHOCK 
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“My Grandfather ca?ne to 
Vacaville in 1X49. Our . 
family has' been proud to $ 
call Vacaville home 
since then. ” 
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A l 1 'Steve tevenson 
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SUMMERFIELD HOUSE 


Ulatis Drive • Vacaville • 707-4*17 7100 
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fames Wilstm Shock 


|,iii SIukI dee tiled in m.d - rhe furmnue badnM ht» «trxkintr,*dc ..to t 'V.wU W.ir II. 

hr h,.l no I,.> ■* . 1 . 1 . rfol pcnplc along the way would pbf • to U Ipmg hi" 

his dr.-. I Siring World War II. n ... U * »ml- .l,r.*gi.-.i the M-ic* «■' 

take in rnldim and Na vy cnliMed men who were for away from lv .me JtaShoa,* iwourwn 
and teaman, along with "thcr military penonncl, u h invio I in « 'V ' 1 > 11 ’ " 

..on leave it the Berkeley hows ol pwmbwm famttum batottwwa* Bri Oiwu ms* 

h» m.iy, Mr t ii.mi saw tn mendou* loulwi a cunwn and potential to the >i»mg seaman .1 
lovely daughter, Sarah who lifer married Jim. 

yy 11 I 1 tin a. it , - art. n, in mv fumimrc I’ Min* mI.>.. ugh unto mis hu« I < 

fcnUawL.V ...«for the U S. I ...srmmem S, rmgs... w.*,s were olnn . ...mok.. I w.«h -..sc 

Mpe fitting* 1 .• rc,.Uc ir.ulnton.il spring l.*M«lati. 41 «»WVt met..! far the wanll.m Aller 

\U j,m tollJ his fatUfe father inlaw * a wholesale, oPV.r.uc -K .1.1. -m * . .. '» 

Pmv ,hm When Fit I “< iundpappy" t»r.mi. retired m l%5. Jim hreame .r. m ’ •' •" 

. ((l .„iv, .t I... Mini,.. I .mil . on. ..rcComr .... 1 .. 1 1 m 

irh a mowing family and a v,„< , re U. 1 the kuinw, Jim ft OH-l ® h IN > » ' lOK 

.*fhto imn In the early I97CT., Jim du^l van.*» Bay Area Iwaiiom »»« «• -•* . ,c * 

Then, to 1976, he .Tcne.l Sh.*k'» himiturc ImerkaSOD Main Mreei it, Vatasrille. I ht beaur, t 
ihr Vk., Vill.-y and the ircmendoOlpOWlhspun in S»iam»coun*» sealed Jun s JccWon n* M-trle 


n 


hortly .Met opening httrtnrc in rhe^. U.mnr. .-rigmally .u.upiwl I ' till rm. h.mmm-. 

Jtwsi.r *101.1' Ho wat.-h ■ ■ »l"- ii.’ •**> 11 1» la . mire lunooir.- inventory, v. 1 -*nq I-I. 

dawnqr.l hy flffl Shu b.i, bW *81 defeale.l, Jm. rallied ho Pu n h m ilit r. 1 nl Innutorr huainm 
l1lt j I,,. I lurnltum he hand-pa led from their i h wffiw to Once again Jim .^tened a 10.000 
tun <rv fiHjf ihiwfuufn iijhI Wiifthtiuic oi .hi (hiMk* 

T^weniy-three yeartaflct opening hi* doOQ, Jm» i» grateful that his l ithlf m l i a, I nl t ,m 

>k .1 1 - m! inh-n mh l.im and laughr him flu I <1 me** from the ground Up Juu -mm.. 

i,>hard work,fair price*.gri-.,i uisiomrr terviCt and pruvrdmg the tirn " qnalitv hirnolnng* loihc 
, ,my mil, I mfegruy udo «h«- fnrmiur. ualuitry .ndfulhUcd a hi.! an dn >m 1 1 Jim 
] k , K | in j I n f iiniiy i nl (#1 iiir iii .idr Hu f u In . 1 - 1 1 *ii y* *r < » Inn ilujil . 


fll* Si^jW COftlllHK 


ill 1 1 - <% ].|< 1 1 11 1 8 1 Mi'll, I III l 'll 


The new generation of Shock’s is alive and 
well, so come visit them today at: 


Shock’s 


M 


The Home Comfort Store 
and LA-Z-Boy Gallery 


WvA L Monte Visi.i Aw , \ .n i\i!|, • 
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Vacaville Sanitary Service 


through i he decades 


HAVE 


YOUR BUGGY 


y er you this handsome design high 
<?, massive iron bed complete with 
quality steel springs and a strictly 

first class mattress . 


stltutc rubber tires starling at 


The Mattress outlet - superstore 

Sleep like an angel Ionite! 


110 ALLISON CT. ♦ VACAVILLE (Behind wend/s) 448-7109 

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 5:30 pm • Saturday, 8:00 am - 5:(K1 pm 
Financing Available O.A.C. We Now Accept CHEVRON Credit Cards 


He • 707-446-9793 

:E CENTER * 601 ORANGE DRIVE 
GALAXY 8 (NEXT TO SOFA GALLERY) 
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On April 2, 1875, Walter P. 
Chrysler was born in the small 
prairie town of Wamego, Kansas. 
While growing up in Ellis, Kansas, 
Chrysler expressed the same 
healthy interest in mechanics as 
his father, a locomotive engineer 
with the Kansas Pacific Railroad, 
which later became Union Pacific. 

Fresh out of school and full of 
teenage energy and ambition, 
Chrysler signed on as a Union 
Pacific machinist's appren- 
tice. At 18, his strong sense 
of initiative led him to 
design and assemble a func- ■ 
tional miniature steam 
locomotive that he demon- It fix 
strated for curious onlook- & ,a 
ers on an eighth-of-a-mile 
track. 

Chrysler's trend of employ- f 
ment with railroad companies 
would last throughout his 
twenties and into his early thirties. 
While working for the Atchison, 
Topeka & Santa Fe, the Denver 
& Rio Grande Western 
Railroad, Colorado & Southern 
Railroad, the Chicago Great 
Western Railroad, and finally 
the American Locomotive Co., 
he consistently dazzled his 
employers and earned a repu¬ 
tation as an all-around effec¬ 
tive executive. 

It was in 1908 at the Chicago 
automobile show, however, that 
Chrysler's interest was first 
piqued by the new form of 
transportation. At the event, he 
saw a white car with a red inte¬ 
rior called a Locomobile selling 
for $5,000. After raising the money 
to purchase it, Chrysler had the 
Locomobile shipped to his home 
where he immediately look it 
apart. With this first car, his only 
goal was to learn how it worked 
and make design and construction 
improvements. 
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Walter P. Chrysler 

b. 1875 -d. 1940 
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ufTri of siM'ltf r and r|f|| |oymrnl fiMi-.t 
of tin m laylni' and worMnj; on loral 
rarirln f Wln-fl firivalr r jnploymrid 
oppoiluidUrH had horn rxhaufcLrd, 
tliry wrn* j'ivrn work on Un i dly 
sfirrhs and wrrr paid daily from rity 


Vfieavillf' N f ompnny I Second 
lti > i:imrnt of thr National finard, wa:i 
iiolifird al I a m I'Yiday that it was 
hesin atlfiiniiom f| loi puard *no patrol 
duly in Sim I 1 runcism Morr Ilian 10 
turn flora Vanivlllr and Klmini, IumkI 


rd hy ('apt ( oflrlon, a trocher at 
Vnravillr 11 ipli Srfionl, |i k fl for thf 
IrickiMi city on n ipet ial train at 11 
a tn k riday Tliry would remain in 
Sam iKnmeiMco lor 27 1 Inyn 

Vacavllh rr?;idrrtUi or fit cans pack 
apr'i to i onijinny I to enjoy an 
reminder* of home, Mrs Fred Ittirk 
%ri*1 rakt*N ( S,I\ IfohblnK tent walnuts, 
Ja< k Wooden nt nl apricobi, till lilum 
iioyis i-nt pninri and Harry Wfd' on 
m*fi 1 freihly hnrvoited rherrleN, 

(-ompany I k popular ily Hn w p and 
dot jmi in Vacaville 

On May 12,19O0 f Thc- fleportifl 
tipdalr oJ thr ex pet tencen ofC'ompany 
I, written hy a rorrrspomlenl In San 
flUnci M0, ItAteR “Th# Vacovllloglrli 
h id better wake up and pay attention. 
The KoldterhoyH oft'ompany I are 
prime lavorUea with the* fair Mex of 

Hill city." 

( ompnny I returned home May If}* 
VM\, to th«’ fan Fair of a Uu^v crowd 
and thf muiicofthe Williams band 


Social events 



more bearable 

A mimlnr cl' wk.IjjI afTsIm hw® 

Pah-n place tlic past two 

vvt eVa, tin* Piol Wft4'*Pt 

, » r (In pU'iixinP '/'voninK* 
huve fiuiflii r:<jci;il lift* v**ty 

allcn'livi*, fiftfl IPt* (allies hav* lakco 
advaiiliij'.t <if fla opportunity 
On I’nowjliy, the lOtti, Mrn. K A. 

Stelf'cr and Mi:. M ll. Miller enter * 
tained al Un* home of Mr*. Sloiftcr in 
honor of Mrs. It I. lo i«l who ha l mik o 
IH t to r<* id'- In Uerkeley,Therts were 
ahoitt 1 1fly ladies present Itctwoon the 
hours of iO and I * ard* and ttamea 
wore made the tlivoi .ton ol the honr, 
and about 1 o'clock lunch was nerved. 

On I Inn .day, the IZlh. Miss llis'iell 
and Mt«* Kllu l Jonc! cnlerliiincd 
about twenty of the younger net nl the 
home of liieir mother, Mrs. Kvu .lone*. 

The party was in honor of Mh* Alninh 
Holltfiback of Oakland who ha* been 

Ih.-Ir guest tlie [i.ril few weeks,The 

hour* were from 10 lo 1, Heart* and 
games made Ihe lime pass very plea’, 
anlly... 

The Misses May and Minnie Huck 
eitlertained about tw. nty of their 
i Mends on Friday afternoon and 
evening, the 13th. The young Indi- 
Induslriously sewed until fl o’clock, 
when a very elaborate supper was 
served. The warm, bright evening wa» 
spent on Die lawn in .social conversa¬ 
tion and games. 

Mi** ftulli Hoyt entertained twenty 
of her young friends Thursday evening 
last lit the home of her sister, Mrs K II. 
flail Card! and games were played 
and tin* evening wa . spent on the lawn, 
Mrs, Maury Hoblnson and tier sister, 
Miss Kvn Fnirwonther. entertained the 
members of the progressive dinner 
party of sonic weeks ago al a lawn pic 
nlc on Thin ulay evening, the 12lh. 

Tiiit; afternoon Miss Lillian Ituck 
and Miss Hiura Caldwell will enter¬ 
tain al Miss Buck's home. 

Vacaville IteiMirter. July 21,1906 
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Mu. I'm l.-ny riiciinlnn, luurulof «>1 Thornlon & 

Sons jvwdcrs. Since my business did not come 
nilo exi-.ii-mt until 1970. I'll >;m* somr inter 
estiim I.UI*. each month on ilie history ol 
jewchy and stones. 
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umtanut 

V,u.imailne is itu blue to niiT-nisli blue variet\ ol biuyl. 'Uir name is 

derived from a Latin word meaning "sea water* due to Its color. Pound 

iititnuib m Hi.mil. ,i»|n nn.uiiH' Is 'Iso mined in Mada^ase.u and \hu.i 

Aquamarine U .nonly heated to eliminate green undertones 

\(|tuin.nine i. the hlnliMoiu- lot Mauh and is designated to. Hie IWh 
w i'ddilH’ annh i‘i an. 
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194~ Just one call to Stanley Steemer, and you’ll know you've 
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fWcar tells 

‘TlffiJf is tO 

keep offpus 

T he bus of the Hotel Raleigh is 
exclusively for ihe guests of the 
hotel. All others must pay and can- 

until »k not be .* )ermilt od to enter the ‘bus 
11 traveling public has a chance to 
tUr e a seat. 

rr 0 ^us bi,s been crowded with the non 
I?;"* Residents of Vacaville at times, to an 
t„ ' n w hich has shut out travelers desiring 
b e u 0 ^* e Hotel Raleigh, or caused them to 
**£!£***» crowde <* or seriously 

the f i yOU are a RUesl of ,he Hotel Raleigh 

. l ' bus is at your service. If you are not, 

the ‘bus until the guests of the 
.^Raleigh have a chance, and if you 
^therein after that, pay for the service, 
he bus is not the equivalent of a free 
i n 1 Car for t,H1 accommodation of boys or 
, cither. All of that class will keep out 

at all times. 

Raleigh Barcar, Manager 
Vacaville Reporter 
Oct. 28,1905 
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22 Famous Equestrians 

18 Daring Aerialists 
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Voter 


prayer 


PEOPLE 

350 HORSES 

MUSEUM 

Double Menagerie 

Real Roman Hippodn 

Scores of Trained WildlBeasts 
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ver 1 jest 

T he politician is my shepherd. I 

shall not want any good thing dur¬ 
ing the campaign. He leadeth me 
into the saloon for my vote’s sake. 
He nileth my pockets with good cigars; my 
glass of beer runneth over. 

He prepareth my ticket for me in the 
presence of my judgment. 

Vea, though I walk through mud and ram 
to vote for him and shout myself hoarse, 
when he is elected, straightway he forget- 
teth me. 

Lo! When I meeteth him in his own office 
he knoweth me not Surely the wool hath been 
pulled over my eyes all the days of my life. 

Anonymous 

Sept. 24 ,1904 


Tfi# Only Lftdjr in in* Callrx» V/vrWI ’wh* thrown 
SOMiNSAULTS or* tht Pf»k*d P.aok of 
• Swiftly * unnlng II orwi, 
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10 ^v.’. 7 . Ss^jttpsssaa Porm i - 

°° * W*VO|^i D g P*rJ**t*j 

11 Arabian. Tumblers 

Oeiet>rate<l 

-lirk (IO) Family 

ImBuI taxi* 1 1 OyilUfi n# |»l|, r ClKiri 

lV \^\!° R,eW,# * Roocb Riders 

\\\l« SHETLAND PONY BALLET 

M'-afts Picards 

Afrliljiu Suprvm* 

7 Russian 
Cossacks 

SUPERB 
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Thundering Roman ‘Chariot Races 

SEALS 4 SEA LIONS 

A COMPLETE JAPANESE CIRCUS 

9 SENSATIONAL EQUILIBRISTS 

Only lady Japanese Artists in America 

20 A&tonlshtnfj Acrobat* 

HIGHEST JUMPING HORSES 

HERDS PERFORMING ELEPHANTS" 

CAMELS, LLAMAS AND BOS INDICUS 

CAKE WALKING HORSES 

T RAINED IMPORTED ARABIAN STALLIONS 

6ran d STREET PARADE 


GARLAND 
ENTREE 
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Cruel ty to colt 
draws jail s ay 

A stranger, who gave the name hk In Arthur 
M Lawrence, was arrested last Friday alter 
noon on complaint of Constable C.H Uown- 
ing and charged with cruelty to animals. 
Lawrence drove a mare into town, a young colt fol¬ 
lowing. The colt was in an exhausted condition and 
scarcely able to walk, the front hoofr being worn to 
the quick and blood issuing therefrom 

Dr. Lawrence had driven from Napa that day and 
insisted on continuing to Vacaville, when he was 
arrested at the suggestion of several citizens 
His case came up for trial before Judge W.W.R. 
Reeves Monday, District Attorney Gregory appearing 
for the people. Senator B.F, Rush, S.H. LaShells, 

W.H. Bryan. T.P. Emigh and C.H. Downing were ihe 
witnesses. The defendant was found guilty as 
charged and fined ten dollars. Being without funds 
Lawrence is serving ten days in the county jail. He 
defended his own case 

Solano Republican 
May 20,1905 

Voting machine 

T o enable the voters of this vicinity to famil¬ 
iarize themselves with the workings of the 
voting machines recently adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors, County Clerk HalLi- 
day has sent to Vacaville a miniature machine, 
which is now on exhibition at the Bank of Vacaville 
It is extremely simple in operation, and voters are 
invited to examine into its workings. 

One great advantage in the use of the machines 
lies in the fact that they automatically register the 
number of votes cast for each candidate, thus 
enabling the election officers to announce the result 
as soon as the polls are closed. 

Vacaville Reporter 
Sept, 17,1904 
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PERFORMANCES AT 2 ANO 8 f>. 




A large ad in The Reporter on April 14,1906, promotes a circus coming to town. 


A n automobile passed through town Wednes¬ 
day and was an object of some interest. In 
time to come we expect to see them in the 
local livery stables, and making regular 
trips to connect with ail trains at Elmira. 

Vacaville Reporter 

1901 
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PART OF HIST O R Y 
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"Always A Car Buff” 

Henry Ford first experimented wiUi a horseless carriage tn the 
1890s. He later introduced tlie very successful Mode! T Ford In 1908. 

Monte and Ron Wilson, now co-owners of Import Sendee fm iw, 
began with Ron's interest in care when he was H years old. His free 
time was spent under the hood 0 ) any car that needed repairs. He 
couldn't wail to drive his own cur! 


Minnie It;min l’ on RonV 53 Ford Coup*: 

IMPORT SERVICE CENTI 

938 East Monte Vista • Vacaville 

446-4066 
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Open M*F 8am-5:00om 




p an rh & P6t Supply 

EndoYseJby Family Pets Everywhere 


ForVouf 

We Carry (wet & dry) 

• tarns 

• science Diet 

• Nutro Max Cat 

• innova 
•Eukanuba 

• sensible Choice 

• And morel 

Tull tin# of »• Mippl" *' 
bed*, lullufS otvi 

For T he Birds 

Full Line 
of Bird 
Supplies, 

;ages 
and Toys 



\VindovDs for •'four home 

deliver and install vJindcrvOs and doors that vJill keep 
>fou cooler in the summer and vJarmer in the \0inter 
using twentieth-eentun} materials that create an air-tighl 
seal -fet are beautiful to look at. Vou vOill v)ant to incite 
'four friends o\>er just to see and enjo'f vfour nev) \\?in- 
dovOs and doors from California \0indovJ Systems, 

(We promise not to IdI them bine much money you saved.) 

V'/. — 




Join Our 
Largo Group 
of Satisfied 
Customers 


/ JT*1 li 


/ 

*| ; 

1 4 «■ 
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California 421-1900 


- 

financing 
\v .lil.iMc 
O VC 




Window Systems 

Ca Lie. #734545 


227 Benton Court 

Old Town Suisun, CA 94585 r Ci 


-ot* yoR“ 

We Carry (wet & dryi 

• California Natural 

• lams 

• science Diet 

• Nutro Max 
. innova 

• Anmar 

• pro Plan 

__ ♦ And morel 

Full Mm of Jofl *«PpK“' b * <b ' 
dtul Itfy* 


’our -Horse 
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-Perfect" A0‘ Round Pen 

C>1krr siif* uvallublf 


* We Carry panels, cates 

and Fencing 

• Full Une of Horse 

supplies and Care 
Products 






All major credit cards accepted 

Open 7 Davs a Week 

Mon.-Fri. 9-6 

Sunday 10 5 103 Aegean way • vacav 

(Corner of Peabody & Aegean way) 


707«448’65C8 



Complete 
saddle & rut 
Source 

(new & used). 
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Investors Resources Group, Inc. 


Broker/DeaI p r Member NASD/SIPC 


An Independent & Locally Owned Full Service Discount Brokerage Firm 




Tim N, liiub 
President & Client 
Portfolio Manager 


Investment Services to 
Solano County for 

The next one-hundred years 


Yvww.IRGeagle.com or 451-6940 

For more information or an appointment 

Located in Vacaville’s Historical Downtown District at 
K.U1C Plaza, 600 E. Main Street, Suite 100 
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Moficjt Ini flln pfirM » 

Downtown Vacaville In 1907 as soon from what Is now Androws Path. 


Optimism in new century♦♦♦ 


(('ttufinucd from Page -I) 
summer Roads and the highways 
•round tilt' region wore' rough. A gravel 
mixture railed OlOCndnm was used In 
smooth streets Asphalt finally paved 
Main Street in I MM. 

The town of Vacaville in 1!NH) desired 
the same llimr as today's business own 
ers To be a destination lor travelers 
and shoppers. 

A first class hotel was widely dis 
cussed My 15X10, Hotel Itnlrigh was the 
onl) one in (ow n It was undergoing 
repairs in l!X)l! when a fViill company 
executive and his wife come to Vara 
ville on htisiness The Hepoiler lament 
C’d that I lie executive's wife lltld no 
decent hotel m which to slay 

It seems lo be the need of communi¬ 
ty pride (o Imve a first class hotel w hero 
tourists w ould be atlraclod," noted the 
editor. 


Hood highways were necessary lo 
attract tourists, continued the Sept id, 
I5M)2. article. Vaeaville might have to 
become a "dry town" because ‘’eastern 
tourists are reported to he prejudiced 
against the sale ol liquor. 


assure 



I » 


Tile newspaper, however, aeknow 1 
edited that oo one wants to invest in 
such an enterprise because of the sim 
pie fact (hat it couldn't make money 
When Hotel Itulctgh was destroyed 
by fire in fiHKi and the town would 
remain without a hotel for tl years 
The Interstate HO rnimeellon has 


Since created a sizable motel industry in 
Vacaville Mill a major hotel ’ As The 
Heporlei noted in 1!HM "it will not (hap 
pen) naturally until the town's increase 
in population permits an assurance of 
success and .substantial returns.” 

The trustees did consider the social 
and cultural well-beingnflhe Imvn In 
June pKH. for example, the township 
appioved$6u month for band concerts 
during the sinmnci months. "It has 
given pleasure to those who visit town 


during the concerts and has been a 
source of all i acting people to Vacaville, 
(o the benefit of merc|j;inls ( ” noted The 
Reporter. 

The demise of Hotel Kalcigh, the 
town’s 25 year old landmark, revealed 
again the weaknesses of the low n’s fire 


many buildings around the Haleigh, Imt 
not thi' hotel from going up in smoke* 

Vacaville trustees would finally have 
a modern department In 10Hi when the 
30 main volunteer unit received tin* 
town's first self propelled fire engine. 

Tin* township of Vacaville was just a 
handful of streets ill the 1800s where 
commerce took up shop on Main Street 
and hoped for good fortune against the 
forces of nature fire, drought, Hood 

and frost 

The town is now a mix ot retail, pro 
fesMimal ami business services, Mer 
chants promote the downtown witli spe¬ 
cial events year round to distinguish 
itself from the shopping center 
onslaught 


Vacaville’s pride m 1915,1 he 
Carnegie Library, is now into a fourth oi 
fifth life as headquarters of Ihe Vara 


ville Chamber of Commerce. 

At the other end of downtown, Old 
Town Hall, two stories tall and still 
topped by its Moorish bell tower, i 
Structurally sound and home to the 
city’s Herbage Council and local 
genealogical society. 


"There are essentials like a sewer 
system and trifles like golf links to he 
secured and Ihe proposition may be 


fighting abilities Outdated equipment 
and poor water pressure worked against 
(he smoke enters who managed to save 


The little fruit town’s heart still lias a 
good foundation going into lhe 21sl con 

liny. 



(Cuntlimed from Page <b 

the west side of Elisabeth Street and 
hit. own on tile hop lla aol cot iioi < d 

Hoyd and Stovonion streets These 
homos become the core of Vacaville s 

oldest residential neighborhood. 

The original plon for Vacaville was 

created when Junil MfUlllol VllCti 
deeded nine square miles to William 

McDaniel of Benicia. The plot filed in 

lIt! 1 1 showed a grid system <>l streets 
uul I’mu public squares slmdar lo 
otlii t Spanish towns of tlie era. 

“The ambit ions lawn plan was vir¬ 
tually disregarded as a plan for 
growth. Tile plan called foi the loWll 
to he developed on north and oust 
side of Hint Is Creek," nnled < denn 
Hvitt, a former Vacaville resident and 
andiilet hind student, in Ids 191)7 
sfiniy of the city's housing history 
"Instead, building occurred along 
the' stage mute, what would become 

Merchant Street, named alter.1 M 

Merchant, an early blacksmith of 
Vaeaville, and Main Street 

Vacaville, a sleepy hay and grain 
farming town, consisted o( a block 
bordered l*y Mam, Merchant and 
Mernnrtl streets during its first two 
decades, Small, simple gable roofed, 
clapboard and hoard and ballon Itous 

cs stood along the streets, intermixed 
With a lew businesses, wrote OvilL. 

beginning in ihe [870.x, businesses 
began to line Main Street a the h nit 
Industry stalled lo grow. Residences, 
llOWevei luimble, were moved oil the 

main thoroughfare. 

Cottages or bungalows were built 
east and south of what had become a 
distinct business district For those 
laborers who didn’t live on the ranch 
es. there were boardinghouses Many 
shopkeepers made their home above 
or behind their stores 

By the turn of the century, the city’s 
entire population numbered just 1,100 
inhabitants Today they could be 
housed in just oneol Vacaville’s 
major apartment complexes. 

Hut in March 1002 The Reporter 
urged moneyed men who up to the 
present have never built a house, to 
increase the population of the town 
and at the same lime secure n prof¬ 
itable investment." 

i he door west opened in UtSMI when 



(lie H|)< k Maiislnii Wit built 
what W8s an extension of Main Str 
Named the Murk W‘ i« rn /\ f i e j |( " 
d was a sbowplare for the work r,i 1,1 

inmdei liullder and deidgiier (; ( -r 1( 

Sharpe Among Ills many jiroji ( t ; , 

were the liKtft high school, the !{(/-, 

grammar school, the 1H01 Pre»hyt t . t 
iau ChUFCh and the Car neglo |,|| lr 
built in 1915. **• 

Most of the large* homes were 
designed m the popular «tyl< 
deeade. Queen Anne Victorian M a . 
cost about $5,000 to Imild — a gr;m,| 
aunt for Hie Ilmen, given n comfort ,^1 
two story house could b< built for , 

little as $t,200. 

Tho Muck Mansion on the woKtuu 
of the Vacaville Museum remains tfJ 
symbol of that golden Uge Soon an, ?r 
Other successful business and ronfii 

ing families, such as the Chandlers 
and tlu* Mogerses, built larger Inn,,, 
along the growing Muck Avenue 
Kentucky Street, named for (he 
home stale of Mrs. FfOIlk U. Buck, 
became the western border of town 
which by now bad passed right on by 
West Street. 

Vacant lota on West Main Street and 
Kendal also were becoming new 
borhoods. As noted in The HeporUrg 

Town Talk of March 2, loot: 

"The west end of town < *mi 1 nues Uj 
grow. Miss Carrie Dunkcrson has 
given contractor George II. Sharpen 
contract to build two cottages on the 
lots she recently purchased from Jam 

Winterboltom situated on the 1 nriu. T ' 
of Kendall and West Streets. The lots 

have a frontage of7fl feet on Kendal 
and 115 feet on West They will front 
Kendal and will cost something over 
$2,000, The cottage will contain five 
rooms each." 

At the dawn of the 2flth century, 
just 50 years alter its founding, noted 
Ovltl, Vacaville was a closely knit, 
well-established and prosperous 
small town. 

Note The Vacaville Museum 

recently published “Vacaville Walk 

ing Tour" of Muck Avenue and Wot 
Main Street. Based on the research 
and writings ol'Ovltl. the booklet tea 
lures 2!) historical homes ami lec.i 
lions with early photos of several of 
the major houses. 




Serving the Contractor & Homeowners 
in Vacaville Since 1919. We have grown 

to IS locations throughout California in 
an 80 gear span. We will match any 
competitors’ price, regular or sale, and 
not compromise service or quaiitg. 


Shop Where The Pros Shop 




THE BUILDER S CHOICE 


1000 HUME WAY * VACAVILLE 
Irving the Contractor <S Homeowner tor over 80 years / 
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^Domino 

party hit 
of season 


M rs. W,R, Lawrence, 

Mrs. W.S. 

Killings worth, Mrs, 
J.W, Spear and Mrs, 
ST. Dobbins were the hostesses 
Thursday evening at a pink 
domino party, which proved to 
L>e a very enjoyable innovation 
and one of the most successftil 
of the season’s social affairs. 

Masonic hall, which was the 
scene of the gathering, was veiy 
artistically decorated, masses of 
tYuit blossoms and twining ivy 
and smilax proving very' effec¬ 
tive. 

Fully 150 people were pre¬ 
sent the identity of most being 
hidden beneath mask and domi¬ 
no. One hundred and ten took 
part in the grand march. 

In most cases the disguise of 
the dancers prevented even 
their most intimate friends from 
recognizing them, and much 
merriment resulted from the 
endeavor to discover one anoth¬ 
er’s identity. Early in the 
evening a ll were requested to 
unmask and the balance of the 
ime passed all too quickly in 
e enjoyment of the dance. 

, Refreshments were served in 
the banquet rooms, which had 
also been handsomely decorat¬ 
ed with ivy and masses of grace 
ful acacia, while tall bouquets 
of buttercups and scattered 
sprays of maiden hair fern gave 
a very artistic touch to the 
tables. 

A pleasant surprise was 
afforded by Mrs. L.H. Peterson 
of San Francisco, who favored 
those present with several 
songs. 

Vacaville Reporter 
March 2,1907 
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Vacaville's best of good goods 

George P. Akerly was one of Vacaville’s most prominent 
and respected businessmen near the turn of the century 
and for several decades afterward. Akerly (above right) 
is shown in Akerly’s General Merchandise Store in 1900 
with Patsy McLaughlin (above left) and Frank Ellison. 
Located in the Masonic Building, Akerly’s General 
Merchandise Store claimed the slogan: “If you can’t 
find it at Akerly’s, there’s no use looking anywhere 
else.” Remembered one former employee, “He just had 
everything.” Also, as an Akerly’s General Merchandise 
Store ad in the Vacaville Reporter of May 18,1901, 
claims (left), it was the place to find “The best of 
good goods.” The store was destroyed by fire in 1939 
shortly after Akerly sold the business to A.A. Coder. 
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Graft ti scars post office walls 


T he post office of Vacaville seems to be 
the place selected by most everyone 
upon the walls of which to display their 
wants and notices in the form of small 
advertisements. 

The walls are disfigured with every manner of 
sign and pencil mark until they resemble an 


Egyptian obelisk more than that of “Uncle Sam’s” 
well-cared-for offices. Everything from a bunch of 
Spiritualistic literature to a splash of dried up ink 
has its place upon the walls and more is being 
added every day. 

Vacaville Reporter 

1901 


Akerly bond source 
of much fascination 


O n Wednesday, Jan. 6, 
at the residence of Mr 
and Mrs. George P. 
Akerly, Vacaville, 
Frank Herbert Buck and Mrs. 
Jennie J. Dobbins were united 
in marriage by Rev. James 
Curry of the Presbyterian 
church. 

Promptly at high noon the 
bride and groom, preceded by 
Miss Cecil Anderson bearing 
the wedding ring upon a cush¬ 
ion of white satin, entered the 
parlors to the sweet strains of 
Mendelssohn’s wedding march 
played by Miss Maude Buck. 
They took their station under a 
canopy of trailing smilax, and 
the vows were quickly spoken 
that made them man and wife 
After congratulations, refresh¬ 
ments were served and a pleas¬ 
ant time was enjoyed until it 
was necessary for the newly 
wedded couple to depart for the 
train, which they took at Elmira. 


The bride was gowned in a 
costume of pastel blue voile, and 
carried a bouquet of white car¬ 
nations. Mr, and Mrs. Buck are 
well known as among our most 
worthy and estimable citizens, 
and upon their return will make 
their home on his father’s fruit 
ranch, a few miles out of town. 

Those present were: Mr. and 
Mrs. I.K. Buck, Dr. and Mrs. W J, 
Dobbins, Mr. and Mrs George P. 
Akerly, Mr. and Mrs. H.A. Fair 
bank of Sacramento, Mr. and 
Mrs. W.H. Buck, Mrs. Granville 
Cecil and Cecil Anderson of 
Davisville, Mr. and Mrs. F.M. 
Buck, Morris Buck, Rev. and 
Mrs. Jas. Curry, Misses May, 
Maude and Lillian Buck, Miss 
Gertrude Montgomery, Miss 
Gladys Fairbank of Sacramento, 
Dr. and Mrs. W.G. Downing of 
Suisun and Charles Buck of 
Lodi. 

Vacaville Reporter 
Jan. 9,1904 


Store hit by burglar 


C rystal Bros.’ store was 
entered Thursday night 
and $25 in cash and a 
varied selection from 
the stock was secured by the 
burglar. 

Entrance was effected 
th rough the skylight, care being 
taken to paste heavy paper over 
the glass so that no noise would 
be made in removing one of the 
panes. 

On gaining an entrance the 
midnight visitor proceeded to 
make his selections from the 
large stock before him, and the 
members of the firm cannot def¬ 
initely fix the amount of their 
loss. It is apparent, however, the 
burglar had an eye for cutlery. 


for he took about all the sample 
knives and razors on exhibition 
in a case. The cash register 
yielded $25, but the marauder 
did not touch the safe. 

He also fitted himself out 
with a suit of clothes, and like a 
good husband did not forget his 
wife, for he selected several silk 
waist patterns and some ready 
made waists. He departed with 
his plunder by the back door. 

Nothing was known of the 
robbery until the store was 
opened up Friday morning, and 
no clue has yet been obtained of 
the guilty party. 

Vacaville Reporter 
Oct. 28,1905 
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See us for all your hunting needs 

Buy, Se j I, Trade, Consignments & Appraisals 


860 Alamo Drive (In Alamo Plaza) 

( 707 ) 451-1199 

Hours: Tues., 12-7, Wed.-Fri., 10-6, Sat., 9-5 


since 


oam 


^hommtqu u\ 


/ J rr /Yr'iW Services • ( ,t 

(707) 446- 
524 Elmira Head 
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431 Main Si., Downtown Vacaville 

707 / 452 - 1114 

Tues. - Fri., 10-6 • Sat-, 10-5 

Evenings by appointment 


FASHIONS 


We oiler personal, courteous sendee with a smile 
and prices hat will put a smile on your face. 

4 very stylish jacket made of all wool trimmed with fancy 
earl buttons, jacket is lined with good quality satin and 

guaranteed for two seasons. 
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Enrlv 1900’s - Vcrv fashionable...black only vl 
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REPORTER 


WW E. Sfrvwnaon, potftidwi. 2/B/OO 

S|KMKot TrjH-y. ivtor, a 5jX) 

Cmi* Py*», war eorrespondoni. 8/3/00 
Hrk>n HavM, OrtJT ls.. 10 10 00 

Maqpwrt MttctwO, nuttvv, 1 1/8/00 
Aiwon Copland, composer, 11/14/00 
C»art» QnMo. ix'tor, 2/1/01 
LooK Kahn, iVChlMCt 2/20/01 
Um« P.iutlnK, chemist. 2/28/Ql 
Gary Coopef, iKTidf, 5/7/01 
Loots Armstrong, musician, 8/4/01 
Dirtco Fermi, physicist, 9/29/01 
George Oatlup, pollster, 11/18/01 
Waft Disney, animator, 12/5/01 
Lsngjrton Hughes, wtiter, ?/l/02 
Charles Undbergh. aviator, 2/4/02 
John Steinbeck, novelist, 2/27/02 
Thomas E. Dewey, politician. 3/24/02 
Guy Lombardo, band (coder, 6/19/02 
Richard Rodgers, composer. 6/28/02 
Henry Cabot lodge Jt, diplomat, 7/5/02 
Ogden Nash, poet. 8/19/02 
Ed Sullivan, television host, 10/13/02 
Eijgnr Bergen, ventntOQufst. 2/16/03 
Ansct Adams, photographer, 2/20/03 
Charles Goren, bridge expert. 3/4/03 
Eliot Ness, federal agent. 4/19/03 
Benjamin Spock. pediatrician. 5/2/03 

■4 Bob Hope, 
comedian, 
5/29/03 
Loo Gehrig, 
baseball great. 
6/19/03 
John DUUInger, 
outlaw, 6/22/03 
Ersklrte 

Coldweli, author. 

JHH|m^^^Hl2/17/03 

Cary Grant, actor. 1/18/04 
Georgs Konnan, diplomat, 2/16/04 
William L Shlrer. historian, 2/23/04 
James T. Farrell, author. 2/27/04 
J. Robert Oppenhelmer, atomic physicist 
4/22/04 

Willem do Kooning, painter. 4/24/04 
James Beard, cooking authority, 5/5/04 
Salvador Dali, artist. 5/11/04 
Louis Leakey, paleontologist. 8/7/04 
Vladimir Horowttz, pianist, 10/1/04 
Alger Hiss, accused Spy, 11/11/04 



PASSAGES 


Queen Victoria 

Queen Victoria, who has been 
on the British throne since 1637, 
dies Jan. 22 at Cowes on the Isle 
of Wight at age 82. At her death, 
the British Empire is at its height, 
with outposts on five continents 
and an enormous navy to protect 
its trade routes. Most of her sub¬ 
jects around the world have known 
no other monarch. Victoria is suc¬ 
ceeded by her 59-year-old son, Al¬ 
bert Edward, the Prince of Wales, 
who ushers in the nine-year Edwar¬ 
dian period as Edward VII. 



London, Wiggin emerge 

Two great American authors 
make their first impressions on the 
reading public in 1903. Jack Lon¬ 
don's 'The Call of the Wild" is a 
huge success, second only to Kate 
Douglas Wiggin's "Rebecca of Surv 
nybrook Farm” in annual sales. 


MUSIC 


Ragtime's alt the rage 

Scott Joplin, bom to freed 
slaves in 1868 in Bowie County 
near Texarkana, Texas, is riding a 
wave of popularity as 
the 'King of Rag¬ 
time." The rag¬ 
time genre, 
with its syn¬ 
copated 
rhythm, was •. 
already es- I 
tab! i shed 
when Joplin’s 
'Original 
Rags' was pub¬ 
lished in early 

1899. But “Maple Leaf Rag," also 
published in 1899, becomes so 
successful that it captures the ear 
of the American public in the first 
years of the new century. 



ART 


Klee, Picasso gain fame 

Two of the world’s greatest 
20th-century painters, each a titan 
in the development of modern art, 
come to the fore In 1903 with char¬ 
acteristic major works. Swiss mas¬ 
ter Paul Klee's Two Men Meet, 
Each Supposing the Other to Be of 
Higher Rank is a provocative etch 
ing. Controversial Spanish artist 
Pablo Picasso's La Vie (The Ufe) is 
representative of his latertohe-cel 
ebrated 'blue period." 






M_I L L E N N I 


U M 


NOT E B 0 0 
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Does the century 
begin In 1900 or 1901? 

Then, ns now ; there was von * 
s id enable debate about when 
the old century should end and 
the new one begin . The first cen¬ 
tury obviously ended u* ith the 
end of the year 100, newspapers 
patiently explained. So, the 19th 
century must end on Dec 3I t 
1900 f rather than At, 31, 1899 L 
fc iVo new century began yester¬ 
day, Avoid all delusions on that 
headf pontificated the editor of 
the New York Tribune, *but 
those who had to date anything 
found that there was o queer 
sensation in writing 1900* and 
they fell that something mo* 
mentors had happened to the 
calendar 0 New Ymris 1900 was 
the milestone to observe t even' 
one seemed to ogre i; so why put 
off the big celebration for a 
whole year? 


1900 



U3P*flY 
or congp[ s s 


■ Jan. 1: The United States 
enters the 20th century with a 
sense of euphoria and satisfac¬ 
tion. Wall Street is said to be un¬ 
dergoing a “prosperity panic," and 

banker James T. 
Woodward de¬ 
clares that 
America is 
“the envy of 
the w orld." 

In Wash¬ 
ington, 
2,000 stand 
in line to 
shake hands 
with President 
William McKinley 
(pictured) and first lady Ida 
McKinley at a White House recep¬ 
tion. McKinley, a Republican from 
Ohio, beat William Jennings 
Bryan in the 1896 election to be¬ 
come the 25th ! ISL president. 

■ Jan. 20: Rep. George H. 
White of North Carolina, the last 
African-American elected during 
the Reconstruction era, intro¬ 
duces in Congress a bill to make 
lynching a federal crime; the bill 
never gets out of committee. 

There are 115 recorded lynchmgs 
in 1900. 

■ Jan. 26: Theodore Roosevelt, 
who led the famed Rough Riders 
during the recent Spanish-Ameri- 
can War, tells friend Henrv 
Sprague: “Speak softly and carry 
a big stick: you will go far." 

■ Jan. 29: The American 
League is formed in Chicago by 
Byron Bancroft Johnson, it<? first 
president Although the bid for 
recognition as a major league is 
rejected by the powerful National 
League, the American League — 
also known as the “junior circuit" 
— achieves major-league status 
the next year. 

■ Oct. 5: The National League 
ends its final season as baseball’s 
only major league. The Brooklyn 
team earns the championship 
with a three-game margin over 
Pittsburgh. Outfielder Honus 
Wagner hits .381 to win his first of 
eight batting titles. 

■ Nov. 6: McKinley again de¬ 
feats William Jennings Bryan, a 
Nebraskan on the Democratic 
and Populist tickets, to win a sec¬ 
ond term as president. >Elected as 
vice president is the Republican 
governor of New York, Theodore 
Roosevelt. 


1901 


■ Feb. 25: J. P. Morgan and 
other investors buy out the indus 
trial empire of Andrew Carnegie. 
They combine his business with 
some of theirs to create U.S. Steel 
Corp. The new company, capital¬ 
ized at more than $1.4 billion, 
produces 7.7 million tonsoffin- 
ished steel per year. This is the 
largest business deal to date in 
U.S. history. 
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The Teddy Bear is born 


O n Nov. 10,1902, Presi¬ 
dent Theodore Roosevelt 
is on a hunting excur¬ 
sion in Mississippi while trying to 
settle a boundary dispute be¬ 
tween that si ale and Louisiana. 
Well aware of the president’s love 
of exotic game, his stalTcaptures a 
Louisiana black hear for Roo¬ 
sevelt to shoot. Instead of killing 
the bear, the president sets it free. 
Editorial cartoonist Clifford 
Berryman learns of the incident 
and draws a cartoon for The 
Washington Post of Nov. 18 called 
“Drawing the Line in Mississip¬ 
pi." It shows Roosevelt refusing to 
shoot the licar. Morris Mich tom. a 
candy store proprietor in Brook¬ 
lyn, N.Y,, sees the cartoon and fig¬ 
ures there’s money to be made. He 
and his wife make a stuffed plush 
toy with movable arms, legs and 
head and — with the president’s 
permission — christen it the “ted¬ 
dy bear," The toy bear becomes an 
icon of the time and a perennial 
favorite of children throughout 
the century. 
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It’s a bird, it’s a plane...! 


“The problem of aerial naviga¬ 
tion without the use of a balloon has 
he<m soiled at last.** 

—Norfolk Virginian - Pilot 

On a blustery Dec* 17,1903, 
near Kill Devil Hill at Kitty Hawk, 
RC., Orville and Wilbur Wright as¬ 
tound onlookers by demonstrating 
manned Bight in a beavier-than-air 
mechanically propelled airplane. 
The Wright brothers, bicycle me¬ 
chanics from 
Dayton, Ohio, 
previously 
have expert * 
men led with 
their self-made 
kite!ike con¬ 
traption, pow¬ 
ered by a 12- 
horsepower 
motorcycle en¬ 
gine, but no 
one was 



Orville Wright 


around to watch. This occasion at¬ 
tracts a curious group that includes 
several speculative industrialists 
and some enterprising photogra¬ 


phers, “Not many,* the Wrights re¬ 
call later, *were willing to face the 
ngora of a cold December wind in 
order to see, as they no doubt 
thought, another flying machine 
not fly." On¬ 
lookers are 
only mildly 
impressed 
when Orville 
Wright in his 
initial flight 
covers 120 feet 
in 12 airborne 
seconds. But 
the brothers 
lake turns in 
the nir. Hie 
fourth Bight, manned by Wilbur 
Wright, is officially recorded as 59 
seconds, covering a distance of 852 
feet The only newspaper in Ameri¬ 
ca to give the flight serious cover¬ 
age is the Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, 
which publishes an account the 
morning after the successful Bight, 
Nevertheless, the Kitty Hawk 
flights ore n birth cry for an enter¬ 
prise that will change the world. 



Wilbur Wright 


■ Aug-1: Field hockey is intro¬ 
duced in the United States by 
Constance MJCApplebeo, repre¬ 
senting tlie British College of 
Physical Education. 

■ Sept 6: President McKinley 
is shot twice in Lhc abdomen at 
point-blank range by anarchist 
Leon Czolgoaz OS the president 
stands in o receiving line at the 
Pim-Americnn uxposilion in Bul- 
fnlo, N.Y. For a few days, McKin¬ 
ley seems to recover* hut he dies 
on Sept 14 of gangrene, whisper¬ 
ing tho words of his favorite 


hymn, “Nearer, my God, to thee, 
Nearer to thee7 Vice President 
Theodore Roosevelt breemes pres¬ 
ident at age 42. 

■ Oct. 16: Dr, Btwker T Wash¬ 
ington becomes the lirat African* 
American to dine tU the While 
House with n president, By ex¬ 
tending the invitation, editorial¬ 
izes the Memphis Scimitar, Presi¬ 
dent Theodore Roosevelt cuiriniit- 
tod *tho meet damnable outrage 
ever perpetrated by any citizen of 
the United Slates." Roosevelt de¬ 
fends his action and continues to 


seek the advice of Washington, 
who wins fame in 1901 with his 
bestselling book “Up From Slav* 
ery r But Roosevelt never invites 
him back, 

8 Dec. 12: Guglielmo Marconi 
receives the first trans-Atlantic 
wireless message as he sits in a 
hut on the cliffs at St. 

Johns, New¬ 
foundland. An 
English teleg¬ 
rapher 1,700 
miles away 
at Pnldhu, 

Cornwall, 
taps out the 
letter‘‘Sf and 
Marconi picks 
it up on a crude 
receiver with a kite 
antenna. "1 now fell for the first 
time absolutely certain that the 
day would come," Marconi writes 
at the time,“when mankind 
would be able to send messages 
without wires not only across the 
Atlantic but between the farther¬ 
most ends of the earth ~ 



1902 


■ Feb. 22: May Walter Reed 
and Dr James Carroll of the US. 
Army Yellow Fever Commission 
in Cuba reveal that the dreaded 
disease endemic to the tropics is 
carried by a species of mosquito. 

■ March 4: Even' driverssov- 

«*■ 

ior, the American Automobile As¬ 
sociation, or Triple A, is formed in 
Chicago for the “development and 
introduction of the automobile.” 

■ March 18: Italian tenor En¬ 
rico Cnruso makes his first phono 
graph recordings in n hotel room 
in Milan. He records 10 songs for 
$500. 

■ April 29: Tin- Senate voles to 
extend the Chinese Exclusion Act 
li>r the second time. The nci bars 
Chinese immigration to Lhe Unit¬ 
ed States, protect ing American 

w orkers from the threat ol eheap 
Asian labor, 

■ May 20: Cuba gains indo 
[jendonee from Spain, and U.S. 
troops end Ihe occupation that fol¬ 
lowed the Spanish-Amorican War 
of 1898; Tbmns Estrada Palma is 
elected first president of the inde¬ 
pendent Republic of Cuba. 


Enrico 

C.iruoo 



■ June 15: The Twentieth 
Century Limited goes into service 
to begin n 65-year career on the 
rail route between New York and 
Chicago. 


1903 


H April 24: The New York 
Stock Exchanges new building at 
Broad and Wall streets is dedicat¬ 
ed amici n blizzard of ticker tape. 

In a dedication speech, financier 
JJP. Morgan says: The magnifi¬ 
cence of our new home is only in 
keeping with the magnitude of 
our business," 

ffi May 2: The Kentucky Derby 
is won by an ebony colt named 
Judge Himes, a decided long^hot. 

But contrary to a claim in many 
later reference works, this does 
not establish “dark hors* " os a 
term for a surprise winner. The 
first dark horse was Franklin \ 

Pierce, nominated for president - 

on the 49th ballot at the Democ¬ 
rats 1 1852 convention. 

■ Nov. 17: At a congress in 
London, Russia's embattled Social 
Democratic Labor Party splits 
into two wings — the moderate 
Mensheviks (^minority*) and the 
radial) Bolsheviks ("majority). - 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, fiery young 
leader of the Bolsheviks, advo¬ 
cates in his oratory the destruc¬ 
tion of capitalism and establish^ 
ment of an international socialist 
state 

■ Dec. 10: The Nobel Prize in 
ph ysies Ls shared by three French 
scientists - Henri Becquerel and 
a married couple, Pierre and 
Marie Curie. Becquerel in 1896 
had discovered radioactivity, and 
his work originally inspired the 
Curies’ investigations into radia¬ 
tion, tracing iis source to the 
heart of the atom, 

■ Dec. 30: All the seats are 
filled and other patrons are stand¬ 
ing in Chicago's Iroquois Theater 
to watch a vaudeville bdl head¬ 
lined by comedian Eddie Foy and 
his “seven little Fays." A fire ig¬ 
nites in the outer lobby and aL 

w 

most instantly penetrates the au¬ 
ditorium, trapping almost 1,000 
patrons. The reported death toll 
ranges from 588 to 602. 


1904 


■ Feb, 8: Japanese naval v 
forces launch a stunning night¬ 
time attack against the Russian * 
Beet of]'Port Arthur in southern 
Manchuria, The attack is the start 
of the biggest war thus far in his* 
lory — tin* first in which armored 
battleships, self-propelled torpe¬ 
does, land mines, quickfiring ar* 

til lory and modem machine guns 
will he used. Japan follows up its 
sneak attack with a declaration of 
war. 

H March 27: Labor organizer 
Mary Harris "Mother" Jones is or¬ 
dered out of Colorado by state au- 

■* 

thorilies. who accuse her of stir¬ 
ring up striking ctMii miners. 

B May 5: Den ion True “Cy¬ 
clone* Young, better know n .is Oy 
Young, pitches the first perfect 
game in nityor-leugue baseball, for 
the Boston Pilgrims.The perfect 
game, against the Philadelphia 
Athletics, comes during a string of 
■1*1 consecutive scoreless innings, 

23 of which were hitless ns well. 

■ Nov. 15: King C. Gillette is 
granted a patent for a razor with 
a disposable blade. Razor and 
blade sales skyrocket. 
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McCune 

G A R 1) V N C I I A l J E L 

Muio i AKV • Cut NLVHON * Mom mlvis 

Pre-Arrangement Planning 

KD-0388 

212 Main Street • Vacaville 
4-48-6546 • Fax: 448-6559 

wwav, mcamecliapel.com 


McCune Garden Chapel was founded in l‘MH by Del McCune who operated McCune Funeral Home until 
his death. The Operation of the home passed on to his daughter. Barbara McCune, who continue i" 
operate (lie home to this day, We are licgioning our hist year as a completely family owra ami opet iud 
Funeral Home. We continue to place *>ur families fust and In the same iiadlhon that D, | m t Hll . ,j , , 

his uuny years ol service la uur community. 





























































































































































































I 



ni i*r iriih 


% 


3:\ \t s. i|,,,, 
"•-omMi.s.k Im.i, 1( ,,,M 

I'-' t . .. 

> mint I'm., n,„ ' " , ' 1, '« 

l ‘" yn, ' >l . . * ,v,| »v. in ; l 7'' 

''HTani.'.lihin Vhr\ , - ' v,,, 

'nn.tat.mint ’ l V v »"vi 

tl„., , Iu 1 " "iw*. 


£5ass> 

Kltytmt, K, v „ . \ .-it ' * iVr\^ T11l!l 
mid tnoiv ni j* lv „ I' 1 ^ 1 

«■.. 

K t It y 

■ May S: Thet’i.i^ ,, „ 

nation^first nfS" r'v 1 " 1 
Witck n,«w snmJr ll n ntlal 

t ion, pap ^ r ‘ “ *d n » ptibljcn- 


” — 



L IHRAR y of CONGAE 


nun 

•: 3 


30: T> T ru,s Raymond 
h i nia k es his oieyor league 

«p u * r vvnl -h the Detroit Tigers. ITie 
Georgia Ftach’* will play 22 sea- 
^ or Lhe Tigers, two for the 
fuladelphia Athletics and record 
^(>G ] i f^ t j me I>n tt i rig a verage, 
Winning the batting title 12 times, 

. * Sopt, 5: A peace accord 
fi *gned at Portsmouth, N,R, t>(Ti- 
ends the Russo-Japanese 

9 rHk m^jor conflict of the 

^Oth century, and establishes 

da pan as an industrialized mili- 
power i he war erupted in 
^90^1 as a power struggle for con¬ 
trol of northeast Asia. 

• Nov* 26: Special synagogue 
services are held throughout the 
country to commemorate the 
250th anniversary of the settle- 
ment of Jews in America in 1654 
at New Amsterdam (now New 
York) and their role in the discov- 
ery of the New r World, Speakers 
note that two Jewish merchants 
helped Queen Isabella of Spain to 
pay for Columbus'voyage in 1492, 
and that Columbus’expedition in¬ 
cluded Louis de Torres, a Jewish 
interpreter. 


1906 


B March 7: Finland becomes 
the first country to give women 
the vole, decreeing universal suf¬ 
frage for citizens over 24. 

B April 18: At 5:13 a.m_, San 
Franciscans are jolted from their 
beds by a violent trembling of the 
earth. Afterward come the fires, 
fed by broken gas mains. Hapless 
survivors try' to cook on damaged 
stoves, which causes more explo¬ 
sions and fires. Soon, it seems, 

^^ eryone left in the city is either 
^peing the flames and destruc- 
^Tion, seeking missing relatives, or 
helping with relief efforts. 

The (ires rage for three days, 
destroying two-thirds of the city of 
about 400,000. Estimates at the 
lime put the death loll in the hun- 
•) > eds, but modern researchers es¬ 
timate that as many as 3,000 may 
have died in the worst quake ever 
to hit an American city. Hundreds 
of thousands more are homeless, 
and the City by the Bay is 
stripped of its Gold Rush-era fin¬ 
ery. In all, 20,000 buildings are de¬ 
stroyed. Property damage is put 
at $400 million. 



■ March 31: President 
Theodore Roosevelt summons to 
the White House representatives 
of Harvard, Princeton and Yale Lo 
spur changes in college football 
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Al *i :'Uh'i>tjUfrH in wiling in 
Nrw Yurk, rvpnjsentulivus of 62 
^chwilri form the Inlereollegiale 
A( Wetic A»»ocmlii>n of the United 
States* The { edemtion will l>eeomi* 
the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association in 1910. 



■ Summer: UntJl tlie summer 
of 19U6, fatty sausagi n served on 
long buns slia^d lenglhwiHe bod ,i 
variety of namoe; fmnkfurterH f 
fhinks, red hota, daclishund 
sausage*, vvuaiers and wienies* 
But it is a Hears! BporU* cartoon¬ 
ist named 7 liomris Aloysius *Tad m 
Dorgan who is generally credited 
with giving the quintessential 
Aiiericmi ballpark snack the 
name we use today: hot dog. There 
are several versions of the story; 
but here is the most credible: In 
his cartoons, Dorgnn already is 
depicting German figures as talk¬ 
ing dachshunds. Playing off a 
widely held belief that the 
sausages sold at Coney Island and 
the Polo Grounds contain dog 
meat, Dorgan sketches a cartoon 
nHovl mg a vendor peddling a 
dachshund, slathered m mustard, 
in a bun The caption reads: “Gel 
your hot dugs." 

■ Dec, 24: The first Christmas 
Eve broadcast has no sponsor or 
star — and not much of an audi¬ 
ence, Wireless operators on ships 
off the New England coast are 
puzzled to hear a man’s voice com¬ 
ing through the i^quipment nor¬ 
mally usc*d to send and receive 
Morse code; no one has ever heard 
a voice or music broadcast before. 
The man reads the Christmas sto¬ 
ry' from the Gospel of [,uke, then 
plays a violin solo and a recording 
of Handel's I ^irgo He is no per- 
former; he is engineer Reginald 
Fessenden, who in 1901 patented 
Ojrvay of transmitting rndio waves 
to carry natural sounds rather 
than chin ^ of ctxle. Fessenden’s 
brief broadcast from a remote 
coastal station at Brant Rock, 
Mass*, is a harbinger of a global 
communications revolution. 


1907 


B Feb. 24: The New York 
Times publishes a list of the 
world’s richest people. Topping it is 
John D. Rockefeller, whose worth 
is estimated at $300 million. 

B July 29: Sir Robert Baden- 
Powell, a celebrated British gener¬ 
al, recruits 22 boys for a field test 
of his essay “Boy Scouts — A Sug¬ 
gestion “The ami of the two-week 
excursion into the woods of 
Brownsea Island ofTEngland’s 
coast is to instill a sense of com¬ 
munity service,chivalry and 
physical ifitnf'.s.s “to help m mak¬ 
ing the rising generation, of what¬ 
ever class or creed, into good citi¬ 
zens at home or in the colonies." 
Baden-Powell later will meet with 
Chicago publisher William D. 
Boyce, who will incorporate the 
Boy Scouts of America in 1910. 

■ Sept. 13: The Cunard liner 
SS ! .usitunia arrives in New York 
on its maiden voyage, setting a 
record of five days, 54 minutes* for 
the trans-Atlantic crossing from 
Queenstown, Ireland. Tlie 31,500- 
ton Lusitania is 790 feet long. 
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Albert Einstein 
explains energy 


T lie world becomes infinitely 
more complicated in 1906 
when an obscure 26-year- 
old patent clerk in Bern, Switzer¬ 
land, publishes his musing^ in the 
German physics jour nal Annalen 
der Physik The clerk, Albert Ein¬ 
stein, sets out in the article “a sim¬ 
ple a nd consistent theory of the 
electrodynamics of moving bodies** 
In what becomes known as “the 
special theory of relat i vity,” Ein¬ 
stein suggests that energy and 
mass are not separate and distinct, 
as scientists had long assumed, but 
that they interact with each other, 
and that energy has mass. He intro¬ 


duces history's most famous equa¬ 
tion, E=mc^ (eneiigy equals mass 
times the speed oflight squared). 
Einstein suggests that energy is 
contained in matter, even such tiny 
particles t \s the atom, and that light 
or radio waves traveling through 
space will be bent off their path by 
a massive body such ns the sun, 
slowing the waves for a fraction of a 
second. His conjectures link space, 
time, mailer and energy in ways 
never )>eforu imagined, and they 
radically alter man’s view of the 
universe. T have no special gift,” 
Einstein says later. T am only pas¬ 
sionately curious.'’ 


with four screws; it can carry 
2,000 passengers and a crew of 
600 and i*s by far the largest liner 
yet built. 

Oct. 21: The five Riogling 
brothers — All, A!, Charles, Otto 
and John — from Baraboo, Wis,, 
buy out their main competitor, the 
Barn urn & Bailey circus, for 
$410,000* Tlie deal, sealed in Lon¬ 
don, gives the Ringlings a virtual 
monopoly on the circus business 
in the United Stales, 

■ Nov. 16: Oklahoma becomes 
the 46th state, 

■ Dec, 10: Rudyard Kipling, 
author of “The Jungle Book* is 
awarded the Nobel Prize for liter¬ 
ature. 


1908 


■ March 29: Mult and Jefl* in 
William Randolph Hears Is San 
Francisco Examiner, is the first 
comic strip to appear daily with 
the same cartoon figures. Car¬ 
toonist Harry (JdnWBV “Rud* Fish 

| r w 

er, then 2J P wilt coni in tie the \ rip 
until his death in 1954, 


■ May 10: The first MoLherb 
Day is observed in Philadelphia 
and in Grafton, W*Va* p to honor 
the memory of Anna Reese Jarvis 
and American mothers living and 
dead. The observance ia the idea 
of Anna M. Jarvis, daughter of 
Anna Reese Jarvis. 

By 1911,011 states will hold 
Mother’s Day observances. On 
May 9,1914, President Woodrow 
Wilson will proclaim Mother’s 
Day a national observance. 

■ May 22: Wilbur and Orville 
Wright register their flying ma¬ 
chine at the US, Patent Office, 

■ June 30: At 7:17 a,m, a mys¬ 
terious fireball hurtles across the 
sky and explodes in the atmos¬ 
phere about four miles above a re¬ 
mote area ol Siberia called f un- 
guska. The explosion, with a pow¬ 
er later eslminted at bet\uvn I h 
and 20 megatons o( I N l , Hat tens 
and burns 850 square miles of (br- 
rM and kills hundreds of reindeer 
The only known human casualty 
is a reindeer herder at a camp 

a)xml 20 miles than ground zero* 

Russian scientists will not ven 
Lure into the urea until 1927 to 
measure and map the site and 
i it her eyewitness accounts. They 
find a scene of utter dc\ asUUion, 
but no i ralcr or nieleoi livig- 
menls. Researchers conclude that 
the blast was caused by a mekv 
meteor, perhaps 200 feel in diam 
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■I Scspt* 16: < a nerol MoIotm 
f Vj ih foe rot 1 1 by Will if i in C T (Jy 
runt , who brings other carmuki rH 
together into n holding comrany, 

I hmmt'H Is in kern till him that 
Henry Fords company in not 
worth the $6 million that Ford de¬ 
mand*, so Ford does not join 

■ Sept. 17; Lt Thomas Self- 
ridge of the Army Signal Corps in 
family injured in the crash 01 an 
airplane piloUnl by Orville Wright 
at Fort Myer, Va* Solfridge, 26, ia 
the fiTBt person lo die as a reault 
of a crash since the Wright broth¬ 
ers opened the era ofheavier- 
than-air flight in 1903, Wright 
was conducting tests for the War 
Department. 

■ Oct. 1: Tlie Model T mils off 
Henry Ford's Detroit assembly 
line and instantly becomes “a mo¬ 
torcar for the multitudes ” 

The black, boxlike car initially 
cusLh $850.50, but the price will 
drop during the 19 year* the Mod- 
el T is on the market: $600 in 
1912, $290 in 1924. By 1927, the 
last year of Model T production, 

15 million will he on the road. 

The car is dubbed the Tin 
Lizzie because “Lizzie" is an all- 
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LynOon 0, joftnion, pro-^dent. 8/27 /hn 
Richard Wilgjrt. authc^f. 11/4/08 
Barry Goldwater, portion, 1/1/09 
Dean Rusk, sectary oi state. 2/9/09 
Ethel Merman, singer actrcr> 3 » .1/16/09 
Wallace Stegnor, author, 2/18/09 
Lionel Hampton, vrtbfaphonist 4/12/09 
Benny Goodman, band leader, 5/30/09 
Errol Flynn, actor. 6/20/09 
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purpose name for a domestic ser¬ 
vant and because the Model T has 
a flimsy, tinny look. The Model T 
is lightweight, simple to operate 
and relatively powerful. 

The Model Tst top speed is only 
40 mph, but the car has good ac¬ 
celeration, and its high clearance 
is perfect for the rutted, unpaved 
roads of the time. Farmers use the 
Model T as a substitute for draft 
horses to haul produce. Within a 
few years, millions of Americans 
are rattling around the country¬ 
side, transforming a horae-and- 
buggy land of isolated hamlets 
into a mobile, modem nation, 

B Nov. 3: William Howard Tail 
defeats William Jennings Bryan 
and is elected 27th president oF 
the United States. 

■ Dec. 26: Jack Johnson of 
Galveston,Texas, becomes the 
first Negro to win the world 
heavyweight boxing champi¬ 
onship when he scores a technical 
knockout over Tommy Bums in 
Sydney, Australia 


1909 


Geronimo 

Apache chief Geronimo, who led 
raids against white settlers off and 
on from 1858 until his last surrerv 
der in 1886, dies of pneumonia at 
Fort Sill, Okla., on Feb. 17,1909. 

In his later years, Geronimo be¬ 
came a symbol of the noble savage 
and an international celebrity, at 
tending the St Louis World’s Fair In 
1904 and the inauguration ol Presi 
dent Theodore Roosevelt in 1905. 
Just before his death, Geronimo re 
marked, “Now there are very few of 
us left." 


BREAKTHROUGHS 


Carrier’s cooling device 

Willis Haviland Carr er, a 26- 
year-old engineer only a year out of 
Cornell University, is wrestling with 

a problem in 1902: 
how to control 
the heat and 
humidity in a 
Brooklyn, 

N.Y., printing 
plant so that 
the colored 
Inks will print 
crisply and 
not blur on the 
page. A solution 
comes to Carrier on 
a cold, foggy night as he waits on a 
Pittsburgh train platform. He real¬ 
izes that he can create an artificial 
fog by spraying a fine mist of water 
into a box, saturating the air inside. 
By adjusting the water's tempera 
tore, he can control the tempera¬ 
ture of the air. He calls his cooling 
device an -apparatus for treating 
air* and patents it in 1906. 
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B March 4: As outgoing Presi¬ 
dent Theodore Roosevelt looks on, 
William Howard Tafl is sworn in 
as president during a howling 
blizzard; because of (he weather, 
the Ceremony lakes place in the 
Senate chamber. 

B April 6: The third time 
proves to be the charm for explor¬ 
er Robert E. Peary, Having failed 
twice to be the lirsl man lo reach 
the North Pole, Pfcury sets out 
from tire United Stales in July 

1908, winters in Greenland and 
dashes to the Pole on March 1, 

1909. His African-American assi - 
tant, Matthew Henson, plants the 
American flag at 90 degrees north 
latitude on April 6. 

B July 16: The shah of Iran is 
iIi-|>om iI and is sueeewled by las 
12-year-old son. 

B Aug. 9: Mark Twain's doctor 
advises the famous author, 73, to 
ail dim n to lour cigars u day be¬ 
cause of his “tobacco heart," 
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CATALYSTS 


A light in a dark time 

Forty-five years after emancipa¬ 
tion, blacks are still relegated to 
second-class citizenship, 

A catalyst for change begins to 
take shape Feb 12,1909. Agoup 
of concerned blacks and white re¬ 
formers call for a meeting in New 
York in May aid June. At the meet 
ing, attended by about 300 ac 
tivists, the most stirring voice from 
the podium is that of W.E.B. Du 
Bois (pictured below). Harvardedu- 
cated, Du Bois eloquently repudi¬ 
ates the policy of acquiescence a. i 
vocated by educator Booker T. 
Washington. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
National Negro Committee is 
formed. A year later, the group 
adopts a new name, the National 
Association for the Advancement o( 
Colored People. 
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Our music sheets have been filling 
four Vacaville homes for decades. 

, 4 t .r owners Marflie Abrew Carroll's mother, Virginia, came from I lawaii to 

ur STSdfliAbrew, cam. from Portugal in 1906. 

kcavillc i • u a t that time had not met. 
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, a tor eUottmmusical* err/v. ourpricesanCROAT. 

Our CD’s are the BEST prices around- I 

out VU. OVOS and games. 

We also rent and sell VIIX user, 

VacaV AS ® $2Si c 

3 707^448-3651_ 
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The “Ordinaiy* or Penney Farley had a large driving wheel, 
which was necessary to achieve a practical gear ratio. 

The spokes were tensioned by tie rods, which tensioned 

and trued the rim. 

Ray's Cycle 

400 Main St., Downtown Vacaville. 448 
1121 Texas St, Downtown Kaiifu'ld, 428-UH1 











































































































































































































































































